
Presbyterians at the Crossroads    www.providencepresb.org    Providence Presbyterian Church 

Page 1 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From the Pastor’s Study… 
 
Starting off the month of April … it was a good and 
fitting way to begin the month that contains Easter 
with a Maundy Thursday Evening Service.  It marks 
the end of Lent and recalls the Passover meal Jesus 
shared with the disciples in the upper room.   The 
Hebrews in Jesus’ day as well as today prepare what 
is known as a Seder Meal to celebrate Passover. 
 
The Seder meal… 
Seder in Hebrew means "order" and it is a prescribed 
ritual of conducting the first Passover evening meal -  
where the adults teach the children the meaning of 
Passover by reciting the history of Exodus from 
Egypt.  It’s a simple meal comprised of: Vegetables 
(Karpas), salt water, bitter vegetables, a dressing or 
fruit paste, boiled egg, roasted lamb, wine and 
unleavened bread (matzah bread). 
-  Karpas (vegetable): 
Is a vegetable (usually parsley or celery, sometimes 
boiled potato) is the first thing to eat. It should be 
dipped in salt water (sometimes in vinegar or lime 
juice), then the excess of water is shaken off and the 
vegetable itself is eaten.   
Karpas represents the humble beginnings of Jewish 
people and the food they ate in Egypt as slaves.  
- Salt water: 
 is perceived as tears their Jewish ancestors shed 
because of hardships of slavery. 
- Maror (bitter vegetable): 
Maror traditionally represented by horseradish, 
either grated or as a whole root. This vegetable 
symbolizes the bitter harsh living of Jewish people in 
Egypt. 
- Chazeret (second bitter vegetable): 
Romaine or endive lettuce is often used as the 
second bitter vegetable. Both bitter vegetables are  
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April Scripture Passage 

46 Χ όWŜǎǳǎύ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ϧ¢Ƙǳǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 
to rise from the dead on the third day,  47 
and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  48 You 
are witnesses of these things.  49 And see, I 
am sending upon you what my Father 
promised; so stay here in the city until you 
have been clothed with power from on 
high."  50 Then he led them out as far as 
Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them.  51 While he was blessing 
them, he withdrew from them and was 
carried up into heaven.  52 And they 
worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy; 53 and they were 
continually in the temple blessing God.  
      Luke 24:46-53 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 

1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
Office phone number is 919.894.4063 

Rev. Davis may also be reached at 
919.264.4324(m). 
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CONGRATULATIONS TOé.. 
     Abigail Wood who won several 

awards during the Hunter/Jumper Horse 

Show at Triple Creek Farm on Saturday, 

February 17.  In the Maiden Division,  

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ {ǘǳŘȅΧΦ/ƻƴǘΩŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ м 
 

   eaten with Charoset: the first one is dipped in 
it and the second is used to make a "sandwich" 
with Matza and Charoset. Not all Jewish 
communities use the second bitter vegetable 
during Seder. 
- Charoset: 
is a paste made from tart apples, dates, nuts, 
honey, wine or grape juice and spices such as 
cinnamon and ginger. The mixture looks like clay 
and represents the mortar which Jewish people 
used to build cities for Pharaoh. 
- Beitzah: 
is a boiled or roasted egg. Egg represents the 
reminder about festive sacrifice brought to the 
Temple in Jerusalem and then eaten. Since 
Temple was destroyed – the egg serves as a 
reminder about this loss. The shell represents 
the hardened heart of Pharaoh and also 
symbolizes eternal life for it’s shape shows no 
sign of beginning or ending. 
- Zeroah: 
is a piece of roasted shank bone of a lamb 
(sometimes chicken wing) and represents the 
helping hand of God and the traditional sacrifice 
of a lamb before Exodus from Egypt as well as 
following sacrifices at the Temple until it was 
destroyed. Zeroah is usually not eaten but serves 
as a reminder of the Passover miracle and 
liberation from slavery. 
- Wine: 
Represents our sanctification coming from God 
only, from whom all good and righteous 
blessings come, we can be made righteous only 
because God is righteous. 
Joy – rejoice in our Lord God who is creator, 
judge, and redeemer. 
Elijah – who did not see death but was taken up 
to heaven alive in a mighty wind. 
Praise – in a God who seeks a relationship with 
us (“You will be my people and I will be your 
God” Exodus 6:7). 
- Matzah: 
the unleavened bread made as the Hebrews left 
Egypt for there was no time for the bread to rise 
from the yeast. 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ {ǘǳŘȅΧΦ/ƻƴǘΩŘ  
 

This is the context where the last supper of 
Christ or the “Lord’s Supper” unfolds.  Isn’t it 
fitting that our celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
which symbolizes the very nature of our own 
salvation takes place within the story of God 
saving the Hebrews.  The Passover meal that 
Jesus shared with the twelve disciples in the 
upper room was no ordinary Seder meal … but 
the Passover for all time!  God saves the Jews 
from Pharaoh and gives them the Ten 
Commandments … God incarnate, Jesus, saves 
the world and gives us the higher commandment 
of LOVE. 
  
Our Lord God is so good and blesses us in so 
many ways.  May we remember the awesome 
gift God offers us, be transformed by the Holy 
Spirit, and respond in turn with our hearts and 
minds fixed upon Jesus Christ and his church so 
that our hands feets may do the mission and 
ministry of God’s people here on earth. 
 
May the grace of God, the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and the peace and joy of Jesus Christ fill 
you with a love that passes all understanding – 
now and forever! Amen. 
 
Your Brother in Christ, 
Rev. Jim Davis 
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Relay for Life 
 The Providence Relay for Life will host a 

luncheon on Sunday, April 25 in the Fellowship 
Hall immediately following Worship.  A meal of 
pork loin, creamed potatoes with gravy, green 

beans, rolls, dessert and drinks will be 
provided, and all you have to bring is yourself!  
Donations for Relay for Life will be accepted 
during this luncheon.  In addition, folks will 
have an opportunity to purchase suckers, 

luminaries, and angels in order to support our 
Relay for Life team efforts.  Even if you have 
not already been a part of Team #59, it is not 

too late to join!  Anyone with questions should 
contact Brandy Joyner. 

 
The Relay for Life Cornhole Tournament is on 
April 10, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. at the church. See 

the flyer in this newsletter for more 
information 

 

 
 

 

Presbyterian Women Update 
 

 The Presbyterian Women invite all women 
within the congregation to join them at one of 

their monthly circle meetings.  The Presbyterian 
Women meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month 
with the Daytime Circle meeting at 10:00 a.m. 
and the Evening Circle meeting at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall.  The Presbyterian Women 
are also planning for an outing on Friday, April 

23 to dinner and to enjoy a show at Garner 
Towne Players.  Anyone interested in 

participating in this evening of fun should notify 
Brenda Byrd.  The cost for the evening will 
average approximately $20 per person.  In 

addition, Janice Parrish and Brenda Byrd plan to 
host a beach retreat for any women in the 

congregation who would like to participate the 
weekend of May 14-16 at their homes in 

Swansboro, NC.  If you would like to be a part of 
this retreat, you are invited to come, even if you 
can only come for one night or one day, you are 
welcome!  Fun activities and outings are being 
planned for this retreat.  Please look for more 

information to come! 

Old-Fashioned Gospel Sing 
 

 Our church will host an Old-Fashioned Gospel 
Sing on Sunday, May 2 at 5:30 p.m.  If you are 
interested in participating in this hymn sing by 

singing or playing an instrument, or if you know of 
someone who would like to participate, please 

notify Brittany Kefauver. 

Youth Ministries Update 
 

It is with great joy and elation that the 
Providence Youth Group offers a big ol’ THANK 
YOU to all God’s family who made our barbeque 

fundraiser a glowing success!!  The Lord has 
blessed us mightily with gracious and generous 

individuals who gave much.  We are excited 
about the opportunities God places in the Youth 
Group’s path.  We would like to encourage all 

the youth to be involved with all the fundraisers 
and the other events.  Providence 

Presbyterian’s youth ministry is a blessing and 
we are honored to be a part of it.  Please keep 
the Youth Group (and advisors) in your prayers.  
Thank you once again and may God bless you all 

the days of your life. 
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Youth Choir Rehearsal 
 The Youth Choir will continue rehearsing on the 
2nd and 4th Wednesday nights of each month at 

6:30 p.m.  If you have questions, or would like to 
be a part of the Youth Choir, please contact 
Brittany Kefauver. Note that there will be no 

rehearsal on April 7th. 

ˌˌˌ IŀǇǇȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǘƻΧ ˌˌ  ̩
 
April Birthdays 
3 Carlos Bagley and John Pickens 
9 Peggy Barnhill and Amy Reed 
10 Sharon Stephenson  
14 Brack Johnson  
15 Jon Nooney 
16 Charlotte Wood 
19 Will Langdon and Bob Zattiero 
20 Kathy Ryals 
21 Hunter Powell 
22 Lacy Johnson and Norma Parsons 
23 Joan Stuart 
24 Joshua Collier and Leon Parrish 
25 Meredith Tart  
 
April Anniversaries 
12 Jon and Chris Nooney 
20 Heath and Heather White 
21 John and Beth Pickens 
22 Nathan and Heather Reed 
23 Hamilton and Debbie Greene 
24 Wayne and Joyce Lamm 
26 Billy and Peggy Barnhill 
 

 

Pioneer Clubs Year-End Celebration 
 
 

 Our next Pioneer Clubs meeting will be held on 
Sunday, April 18 from 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

This will be our last meeting until the fall.  This 
day of celebration will include games, activities, 

bouncy slides, cotton candy, homemade ice-
cream and more!  The entire congregation is 

invited to come and be a part of this afternoon 
of fun and fellowship, even if you do not 
currently participate in Pioneer Clubs! 

Easter Celebrations and Services 
 

 This week is filled with remembrances and 
celebrations of Jesus’ death, burial and 

resurrection.  Please plan to participate in each 
of our services beginning with Maundy Thursday 

on Thursday, April 1 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary.  On Saturday, April 3 the Christian 

Education Committee will host an Easter Family 
Celebration at 3:00 p.m.  This celebration will 
include the Easter story, crafts, an Easter egg 

hunt, and hot dogs and hamburgers.  On Sunday, 
April 4 Providence will host a joint Easter Sunrise 
Service at 7:00 a.m. with Pleasant Grove Baptist 
Church.  The service will take place in the field 

near the crosses, weather permitting.  Following 
the Sunrise Service breakfast will be provided by 
the Fellowship Committee in the Fellowship Hall.  

We will continue our celebration of the 
Resurrection with our traditional Worship 

service at 11:00 a.m., which will include the 
Celebration of Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.    
Please plan to be a part of each of these special 

services and activities. 

 

Congratulations 
 

to Kendall Nelms for receiving the Greater Neuse 
River 4A All Conference Award for Swimming, 
and Scholar Athlete Award for a GPA over 3.5 

during the swim season.  Her family praises GOD 
for the blessing she is to us all. 
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Prayer Concerns 
CONCERNS: 
Nancy Allen, {ƘŜƛƭŀ 5ǳǇǊŜŜΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀǘ ²ŀƪŜ-Med Raleigh 
Patsy  Bowman, member of church family, recovering from knee surgery  
Andy Penny, 5Ŝ9ǘǘŀ ²ƻƻŘΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜΣ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ Ŧŀƭƭ  
Kathy Ryals, member of church family, upcoming surgery 
Carolyn Stevenson, member of church family, pneumonia  
 
All persons living with cancer, including: 
Hunter Aiken, member of community, Pam Aycock-Grimes, member of community, Doug Bailey, 
member of community, Elaine Bass, friend of Sue Bryant, Edward Bernier, tŀƳ /ƻƭƭƛŜǊΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ Jean 
Blalock, member of community, Glenn Carroll, YŜƭƭȅ bƻǊŘŀƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ Laura Fite, member of 
community, Jo Hawley, friend of Laura Langdon, David Kopanski, WƻƘƴ YƻǇŀƴǎƪƛΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ  Carol 
Mayben, {ŀƴŘȅ YƻǇŀƴǎƪƛΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ-in-law, Denise Napp, friend of Brenda Byrd, Maxine O’Connell, 
friend of Lisa Nelms, Carol Pigott, friend of Allison Tart, Tommy Pope, member of community,Charles 
Powell, .ǊŀƴŘȅ WƻȅƴŜǊΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜΣ Benny Smith, member of community, Teresa Vaughn, friend of 
Christina Nelms, Bunny Walker, !ƴŘǊŜŀ WƻƴŜǎΩ ŀǳƴǘΣ Carmen Watson, friend of Brandy Joyner, Kay 
Williams, friend of Sandy Kopanski, and Jesse Wise, wƻƴƴƛŜ /ǊŜŜŎƘΩǎ ƴŜǇhew 
 
Other persons with health concerns, including: 
Elaine Andrews, !ƴŘǊŜŀ WƻƴŜǎΩ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ Eddie Blanks, wŀƴŘȅ .ŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ  Shelby Clifton, 
member of community, Odell Council, friend of Lisa Nelms, Idaleen Honeycutt, member of 
community, Norbert Kopanski, WƻƘƴ YƻǇŀƴǎƪƛΩǎ ŘŀŘΣ Bobbie Langdon, member of church family, 
Wanza Mayben, {ŀƴŘȅ YƻǇŀƴǎƪƛΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ Pete and Brenda Skinner, friends of Sue Bryant, Danny 
Stephenson, 9ŘǎŜƭ ŀƴŘ [ƻǳ tŜƴƴȅΩǎ ǎƻƴ-in-law, Molly Ward, friend of Brenda Byrd, Ann Woodall, 
member of church family 
 
All persons serving in the armed forces, including: 
Justin Coats, son of J.L. and Barbara Coats serving in Afghanistan 
 
Members of the Providence Family in Long-Term Care: 
Alice Honeycutt at Liberty Commons in Benson 
Brack Johnson at Classic Care Assisted Living in Smithfield  
Lacy & Marilyn Johnson at Britthaven in Smithfield (Phone# 919.938.4492) 
Alice Stephenson at Oak Hill Assisted Living in Angier 

 
Our Christian Sympathy is extended to the families of Jerry Batchelor, Billy Blackmon, Alissa 
Chanette, Christopher Kosmos, Kay Lane and Jim Sitz who passed away in the month of March.   
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APRIL EVENTS AND SCHEDULES 
 

 

 

 

 
INFANT NURSERY 

4 Heath & Heather White 

11 Mary & Emily Langdon  

18 Darren & Joan Stuart 

25 Chris & Kristy Stephenson  

  

 
TODDLER NURSERY 

4 Pam & Lauren Collier 

11 Brandy Joyner & Chris Nooney  

18 Johnathan & Amy Reed 

25 Emily Langdon & Kathy Wood 

  

 
USHERS 

4 Keith and Lisa Weatherly  

11 Ken and Sandra Lordi  

18 Hamilton Greene and Gary Phillips 

25 David Collier and Johnathan Breeden  

  

 
ACOLYTE 

4 Mary Elaine Wood 

11 Daniel Stephenson  

18 Joseph Phillips 

25 Avery Berg 

  

 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

4 Gary and Georgeanna Phillips  

11 Phil and Christy Cross 

18 Chris and Kristy Stephenson 

25 Mary and Emily Langdon  
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
APRIL UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
1      Maundy Thursday Service at 7:30 p.m. 
3      Family Easter Celebration at 3:00 p.m. 
4      Easter Sunrise Service at 7:00 a.m.;  
         Celebration of the Lord’s Supper during  
         Worship at 11:00 a.m. 
6       Prayer Shawl Project at 10:00 a.m. 
7       Relay for Life Team meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
8       The Purpose Driven Life Adult Bible Study  
          at 7:00 p.m. 
10     Relay for Life Cornhole Tournament at  
         2:00 p.m. 
11    ALL Youth and Parent Meeting at 5:00 p.m. 
14    Youth Choir Rehearsal at 6:30 p.m. 
15    The Purpose Driven Life Adult Bible Study at  
         7:00 p.m. 
17     Youth Pine-Straw Sale from 
          9:00 a.m. – 12 noon  
18     Pioneer Clubs Year-End Celebration from  
         2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.; ALL Youth Group  
         meeting at 5:00 p.m.; Men’s Fellowship  
         Meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
19    Stated Session Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
20    Presbyterian Women Circle meetings at  
        10:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
22    The Purpose Driven Life Adult Bible Study at  
        7:00 p.m. 
25    Relay for Life Luncheon immediately  
        following Worship 
26   Deadline for all items for the newsletter 
28   Youth Choir Rehearsal at 6:30 p.m. 
29   The Purpose Driven Life Adult Bible Study at  
       7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


