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From the Pastor’s Study...

In September, Labor day marks exciting beginnings,
the holiday marks the end of summer and the
beginning of fall, fashions are guided by it, college
football and NFL football seasons begin, schools have
begun the fall semester, many take one last vacation
get away at this time, and even some begin thinking
about planning for Thanksgiving and Christmas
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presents are unwrapped under the tree! Some of us
are even excited with the promise of the cooler days
of autumn to come.

Here at Providence, while the days are still warm
and sultry, September marks many beginnings of our
own: a new confirmation class for our middle school
youth, our annual church-wide Fort Fisher trip, our
Youth group begins meeting again, a new members
class begins, and we join with our expecting mothers
in their joy and great anticipation. Let us pray for all
our new beginnings, that God will be present in the
midst of us all, as the upcoming days unfold.
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Gospel according to Luke and the new beginning of
seeing and hearing of the God of Abraham through
the words of Jesus the Christ. Jesus charges his
disciples with a full development of the higher law of
love. Such teaching found in the New Testament
marks a new understanding of God as much more
than revealed in the Law of Moses. Jesus redefined
what a relationship with God is to be for the Jews
and the Gentiles. Belief or faith in our God of
unimaginable love, grace and power is the message
Jesus proclaims.
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include, but not limited to, what Luke chronicles in
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September Scripture Passage

% But love your enemies, do good, and
lend, expecting nothing in return.* Your
reward will be great, and you will be
children of the Most High; for he is kind to
the ungrateful and the wicked. * Be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful. ¥
"Do not judge, and you will not be judged;
do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be
forgiven; * give, and it will be given to
you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put
into your lap; for the measure you give
will be the measure you get back."

Luke 6:35-38

Pastor’s Change in Office Hours

Rev. Davis has recently changed his office
hours to Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday

from 1:00 p.m. ¢ 3:00 p.m. The office
phone numberis 919.894.4063. Rev. Davis
may also be reached at 919.264.4324 (m).
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greatest challenge ¢ 6Be merciful, just as your
Father is merciful. Do not judge, and you will
not be judged; do not condemn, and you will
not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be
forgiven; give, and it will be given to you.§
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engage the complex culture it finds itself in.
Our Lord God has given Providence Presbyterian
Church many opportunities to reach out to
others and proclaim the Gospel message of
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pray diligently that our church continues to
recognize the doors of opportunity God places
in our path.
| encourage all to make time to reflect on this
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done (and can do) in our own lives. May the
peace of our LORD and Savior be with you now
and always, Amen.
Your Brother in Christ,
Rev. Jim Davis

Sunday School Teacher Recognition

On Sunday, September 27 we will recognize and
honor the 2008/2009 Sunday School teachers
during the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service. This
recognition will be for teachers of all classes,
including nursery, children, youth and adult. In
addition, the 10:25 a.m. Fellowship Time will be
extra special in honor of all of our teachers. Our
Sunday School teachers put in a lot of time
studying and preparing their Sunday School
lessons and are truly a blessing to the classes
that they teach.

Please show your support and appreciation of
their efforts by being a part of the Fellowship
Time and Worship Service on September 27!

September Session Highlights

The Session held a stated session meeting on
August 11, 2009. The following represents the
highlights of that meeting:

The Session approved the use of the church for
the wedding ceremony of Ms. Brittany Kefauver,
which is scheduled to be conducted in April 2010.

Elders of the class of 2010 will comprise the
steering committee to establish a nominating
committee for the purpose of electing elders for
the class of 2012. The committee will be
inquiring with church members to serve on the
elder nominating committee.

Next stated Session Meeting:
September 8, 2009

Pioneer Clubs and Youth Group

It is hard to believe that the summer is almost
over and a new school year will begin! With the
beginning of a new school year, comes a new
year for Pioneer Clubs and Youth Group. The
Middle and High School Youth Groups will
resume their meetings on Sunday, September
20 at 5:00 p.m. in the Manse. The Pioneer
Clubs members will resume their meeting on
Sunday, October 4 at 5:00 p.m. with Assembly
in the Sanctuary. Pioneer Clubs leaders and
Youth Advisors are already planning activities
that will make this year fun for everyone while
we continue our mission of spreading the
gospel to those in our community and around
the world. For more information about Pioneer
Clubs, please contact Georgeanna Phillips at
919.207.0604, and for Youth Group, please
contact Rev. Davis at 919.264.4324.
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CD Ministry
The Mission and Outreach Committee has
taken on a ministry for providing CDs of our
Sunday Worship Services to those who are
shut-in or are not able to attend worship
services on a regular basis. Each Sunday the
sermons will be recorded and then copied to
CDs for delivery to those in need. The
Committee is also asking for monetary
donations to purchase CD players for those
shut-ins who are a part of our church family,
so that they can enjoy listening to our Worship
services. If you have questions, or would like
to help with this ministry, please contact
Carolyn Stevenson at 894.7390.

Presbyterian Women Plan for an exciting
2009/2010
The Presbyterian Women will resume their
regularly scheduled meetings on Tuesday,
September 22 at 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. During this meeting, the Daytime and
Evening Circles will join together for a time of
refreshments, devotion, introduction of the
Bible Study on Joshua, and installation of the
officers for the 2009/2010 year. The Bible
Study this year will be a study on the Book of
Joshua. With the new year beginning, the
Presbyterian Women would like to extend an
invitation to ALL women within our
congregation to become active in this
organization. The Presbyterian Women meet
the 3™ Tuesday of each month (except for
September), with the Daytime Circle meeting
at 10:00 a.m. and the Evening Circle meeting
at 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. However,
in addition to these regular meetings, the
Women enjoy a year of fun activities, including
trips to the Garner Towne Players, Gospel
adzaAO0 G w2yQa .|
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Montreat. This organization is for all women
ages 18 and older. If you have questions,
please contact DeEtta Wood at 331.9046 or
jdwood72 @gmail.com.
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Confirmation Class
The Christian Education Committee has been
busy planning for a much needed confirmation
class for our youth in 6™ ¢ 8" grade. Details
are still being finalized, but the class is
scheduled to start mid-September and will
meet during the Sunday School hour (9:45
a.m. ¢ 10:25 a.m.) The leaders for this class
are Kay Dry, Wendy Stephenson, Carolyn
Stevenson, and Allison Tart, with Rev. Davis
and Gary Phillips filling in as needed. Please
look for more information to come! In the
meantime, if you have questions, please
contact Gary Phillips at 919.207.0604. Carolyn
Stevenson at 894.7390.

Prayer Shawl Project

Anyone who would like to learn how to
crochet, or who would like to be a part of this
new ministry of our church, is invited to come
on the 1* Tuesday of the month at 10:00 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall to crochet Prayer Shawls
for those in need within our congregation and
community. This ministry is an outreach of
the Presbyterian Women, but is open to all
within our congregation to participate. The
Presbyterian Women have already delivered
more than 10 prayer shawls to those in need.
However, they are asking for your help in
letting them know if you have a family
member, friend, co-worker, or acquaintance
that you would like to send a Prayer Shawl.
These shawls are crocheted with love and
prayer, and once completed they are blessed,
and then delivered. The Women will post a
sign-up sheet on their bulletin board in the
Fellowship Hall for you to write down the
names of those who you would like a Prayer
Shawl taken to. If you have questions, or
would like the name of the prayer shawl
recipient to remain private, please contact
Ann Stephenson at 894.2728 or Kay Dry at
639.9784.
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Homecoming is Coming!!!

One of the most special times of the year in the life
of Providence is just around the corner!
Homecoming Sunday is October 11. On

Homecoming, we will enjoy a special service of
worship, followed by a covered-dish luncheon
outside (weather permitting). All within the
congregation are encouraged to bring your friends
and family for this joyous day! Please bring food to
feed your family, plus a little extra to share with
the church family.

Johnston County Bookmobile

The Johnston County Bookmobile will be making
monthly stops in our church parking lot at
approximately 12:30 p.m. on September 21,
October 19, November 16 and December 12.

Anyone can check out books, but will you to get a
library card on your first visit to the Bookmobile.
Please take advantage of this convenience! If you
have questions, please contact Janice Parrish at
639.6471.

Schedules
You can find printed copies of the Sunday
Participation Schedule for October 2009 thru
January 2010in the narthex and the fellowship
hall. You can also find them online to print at
home by going to the church website and
clicking on the calendar icon. The schedule will
be online for viewing on October 1°*, but is
online now as a PDF file.

Annual Fort Fisher Retreat

Once again, all church members are invited to
a retreat to Fort Fisher leaving Friday,
September 18 and returning Sunday,

September 20. Whether you can go for one
night, two nights, or just for the day, you will
enjoy a time of fellowship and fun with our
church family. For additional information, or
to reserve your place, please contact Gary and
Georgeanna Phillips at 919.207.0604.

Youth Choir
The Youth Choir will continue to have
Wednesday night rehearsal, but only on the 2nd
and 4th Wednesday nights of the month.
Rehearsal will take place in the Sanctuary
beginning at 6:30 p.m. and will end by 7:15 p.m.
All Youth Group members are invited and
encouraged to come and participate. Music
being rehearsed during this time will be sung
during Youth Sundays and other special
occasions. If you have questions, please contact
Brittany Kefauver.
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SCOUT NEWS

Get your Boy Scout Popcorn! This year Pack and
Troop 210 will be selling popcorn and magazines.
Please see either the Cross or Nooney family and get
your orders in. We also offer ways to donate
popcorn to our military men and women. Orders will
be taken until October 27th and popcorn will be
delivered after November 14th .

Along with the new school year, the Boy Scouts hold
their annual Round Up. This is when we recruit new
scouts. If you know of anyone interested in joining
our Pack or Troop please have them contact Eric
Faircloth at 919-201-2696 or either the Cross or
Nooney families. (Cub Scout boys need to be at least
7 years old or in First Grade).

We meet on Tuesday evening at 6:45
in the Manse.

The Pack has stayed busy all this summer sending
numerous boys and Leaders to Summer Camps and
other fun events. Our special moment of the year
and in our Community came on July 4th at the
Ringing of the Bells at the Coats Museum, when we
presented them an American Flag.

Upcoming events include our annual BBQ dinner
fund raiser and our Fall Campout which includes a
trip to the Zoo and the Air Museum
in Asheboro, NC.

September Birthdays
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Sue Bryant, Carolyn Stuart,
Stephanie Whitley

Robert Joyner

Kaitlyn White

Dorothy Nesselrodt

David Collier and Jessica Langdon
Nell Franke

Joseph Phillips

DeEtta Wood

Stephanie Bagley

Makayla Hackney

Bobbie Langdon and

Mary Elaine Wood

Ken Lordi and Ashton Stuart
Pat Embrey and Haley Jones
Nathan Dry

September Anniversaries
David and Lisa Nelms
Ronnie and JoAnn Creech
Richard and Andrea Jones
Melvin and Mary Langdon
Ken and Sandra Lordi
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MY MONTREAT EXPERIENCE

| started coming to Providence in 1996, and shortly after that, and right on up until now, | have always heard
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it was being made out to be.
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Connection Conference at the Montreat Conference Center in Montreat, NC. What they had said was true!
Words are not sufficient enough to describe the feeling that comes over you when you drive through the
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are surrounded by Presbyterians ©, but you truly can feel the presence of God.
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For 4 days we heard various preachers and Bible study leaders talk about the woman at the well. There was
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wWe have been seized by the great affection
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thanks to Ann Stephenson (and yes, there is a story here!), we all participated in a Worship service in the
beautiful Anderson Auditorium, we sat peacefully in the Chapel of the Prodigal to enjoy the Ben Long Fresco
Painting of the Prodigal Son, we visited the Prayer Shack, we enjoyed a tour of the Presbyterian Heritage Center
where we saw beautiful wood carvings of various Bible images and displays of the work that has been done by
those who have gone before us, some hiked up to Gray Beard, we all shopped and in the middle of all this we
found time to eat, eat, eat the delicious food provided in The Galax. The one thing we did not do a lot of was
sleep!

Each day started with morning devotion, followed by breakfast, then a time of music, Bible study, class time,
and lunch. In the afternoons the women had opportunities to sign up for outings including: Healthy Desserts,
jewelry making, simple landscaping, walking tours of Montreat, and the infamous Tai Chi class (anyone wanting
to learn this form of relaxation should talk to Kay Dry). Following dinner, we went to Convocation Hall where
we took part in a wonderful time of singing, followed by a different guest preacher each evening. Although the
3 different women preachers had varying styles of preaching, they all had a message that was meant for each
of us.

Beginning with the van ride to Montreat on Saturday morning all the way through the van ride back to
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already planning for my return visit in 2010. | hope you can join me!

DeEtta Wood
August 2009

Presbyterians at the Crossroads ¢ www.providencepresb.org ¢ Providence Presbyterian Church
Page 6



SEPTEMBER EVENTS AND SCHEDULES

INFANT NURSERY
Carlos & Stephanie Bagley
Lauren L. & Elaine Wood
Andrea & Haley Jones
Chris & Kristy Stephenson

TODDLER NURSERY
Lindsey Frampton & Jane Pickens
Pam & Lauren Collier
Richard & Ryne Jones
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SEPTEMBER UPCOMING EVENTS

Prayer Shawl Project at 10:00 a.m. in

the Fellowship Hall

Stated Session Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Church-wide Fort Fisher Retreat,

returning Sunday, September 20

Growing Together Seminars at Johnston

Community College

Middle and High School Youth Group
resume meetings at 5:00 p.m. in the
Manse
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Johnston County Bookmobile at 12:30
Nathan Dry and Don Dupree p.m. in the Church parking lot

Presbyterian Women Combined Circle
Meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall
Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering at
Calvary Presbyterian Church in Wilson at
9:30 a.m.
Middle and High School Youth Group
meet at 5:00 p.m. in the Manse
Deadline for submitting items for the
October newsletter

Sue Bryant & Courtney Walton

Mark Nelms and Jimmy Stuart
Tony Bryant and Gary Phillips

ACOLTYE/BELL RINGER
Emma Phillips
Mary Elaine Wood
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Tim Nooney
Abigail Wood
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CHILDREN'S CHURCH
Sue Bryant and Carolyn Stuart
Nancy & Kendall Nelms
Lisa & Christina Nelms
Randy & Ann Benson The Prayer List

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE The farT]iIies of Annie Ruth.Barbour, Kathy Barbour,
David Colli B.J. Clifton, and Ruth Jernigan. Regan Abernathy,
avia totlier Pam Aycock-Grimes, Sylvia Barbour, Edward Bernier,
Q Jean Blalock, Eddie Blanks, Jeannie Byers, Larry

Darren Stuart m ,\\ 3 Ezzelle, Kathryn Harris, Timmy Jernigan, David

Wendy Stephenson @) Kopanski, Norbert Kopanski, Graham Langdon, R.Z.
% McGee, Carol Mayben, Wanza Mayben, Joan Morris,
Olivia Mullis, Ray Nooney, Shavonna Owen, Ina Jean
Powell, Bud Schmidt, Pete and Brenda Skinner,
Jimmy Stephenson, Vaughn Stephenson, Mike Tillis,
Nan Walker, Angie Walton, Carmen Watson, and

Ann Woodall.

Ann Benson

Elder of the Month: Kent Walton
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