O‘i\ac I CGQ,.

PRESBYTERIANS AT THE CROSSROADS ,* LS
Providence Presbyterian Church
March 2009

From the Pastor’s Study...

March is upon us once again and we get to set our
clocks ahead for Daylight Savings on mid-night
Saturday 7™. We celebrate the Lenten season which
leads us into Easter the second Sunday in April this
year.

In this month’s scripture passage, we hear Jesus
proclaim"™ Thi s is my body,

This cup that is poured out for you is the ne

cokenant in my blood

me." These are familiar phrases when we have
celebrate Communion together in church and these
are also words which were spoken during the last
Passover Meal that Jesus shared with the disciples.
The seder meakerved during Passover finds it’s root
firmly embedded in this Jewish tradition that
recounts an almighty God who acts mightily on
behalf of the Israelites during the Exodus narrative.
The season of Lent, like a seder meal bids us to
recount another mighty act of our gracious God on
behalf of all people — the Passion of Jesus as Christ
and messiah.

It is tradition during Lent to give up something from
our life of plenty as a stark reminder of the ultimate
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross and that our gracious
God and creator gave His only Son to redeem a sinful
world. Let us all celebrate the Lent season in
meditation, prayer, and reflection on what our lives
would be like had God chosen not to invest anymore
in humanity.

This month’s sermon series is on The Apostle’s
Creed, we will discuss apostleship in the scripture
and apostleship in our day and time. | encourage all
to pause, during Lent, and reflect on what our Lord
God is calling us to as disciples and apostles within
Providence Presbyterian Church and in the world.
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“When the hour came, he took his place at the table,
and the apostles with him’He sai d t o t
eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before |
suffer; “for | tell you, | will not eat it until it is fulfilled in
t he ki n g d GTmendd tooGacdp, dnd after
giving thanks he said,
yourselves}gfor | tell you that from now on | will not
drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
¢ o me'Thefi he took a loaf of bread, and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them,
saying, “Thi s i s fonygu. odhtsy
in remembr aAnd e did the semee with the
cup after supper, saying
you is the new covenant in my blaod

Luke 2214-20

March Session Highlights

The Session held a stated Session meeting on February
10, 2009. The following represents the highlights of
that meeting:

--Atlee Roberts was elected as commissioner for the
February 21, 2009 Presbytery meeting, which will be
held at Cary Presbyterian Church. Reverend Davis will
accompany Mr. Roberts.

-- Regarding incorporation of the church. As previously
mentioned, it was the consensus of the session to seek
another attorney to assist with obtaining church
incorporation. Therefore, another attorney is being
sought to for this purpose. Since there are several
classifications of incorporation, the session
recommended that the new attorney attend a session
meeting to discuss the most viable option for our
church.

Next Stated Session Meeting:
March 10, 2009, 7:00 p.m. at the church
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This month is a wonderful time in the life of our
church - to have God bless us in so many new
ways is a blessing. We have family members
joining our church... new opportunities to meet
the needs of our community... we have new
ways to celebrate our joy in this life... another
Co-Ed softball team opportunity and each

day is a new day to celebrate the gift of life
from our Lord. | believe we have the

opportunity to get closer to God’s plan for us as
the church - body of Christ — and to seek how
God’s plan inspires and changes us.

Please support our church family in your
thoughts, prayers, and actions. We have many
who need your smile, talents, and passion — |
encourage you to be involved.

Your Brother in Christ,
Rev. Jim Davis

We are in the process of updating the non-
pictorial church directory. Please forward your
information to DeEtta Wood at
jdwood72 @gmail.com, including name, address,
home phone number, cell phone number
(optional), email (optional), birthdays and
anniversary. Also, if you have children who are
away at college, please provide their information
as well.

Offering Envelopes
Offering envelopes are available. You can find them
on the bottom shelf of the table in the Narthex.

The Session and the Providence church family
extend our Christian sympathy to

The family of Philli
N e s s e lvaurmoést siblsa and onlv brother.

Fellowship Time Sign-Up
A new schedule has been posted in the Fellowship
Hall for the weekly Fellowship Time. The schedule
runs through the end of March. Please check the
schedule and sign up for a Sunday that you are
available. If you have any questions, please
contact DeEtta Wood at 331.9046

Vacation Bible School
Providence has scheduled its 2009 Vacation
Bible School for Sunday, July 26 through
Thursday, July 30. This year’s VBS will Son Rock
Kids Camp: Where Kids Build Their Lives on t
ROCK JESUSIH you are interested in helping
with this year’s VBS in any way, please contact
Kristy Stephenson or DeEtta Wood. In the next
few weeks, volunteers will be recruited and VBS
Planning Meetings will begin. Please give
prayerful consideration to how you can impact a
young person’s life for Christ by being an active
part of this year’s VBS.

The Providence Presbyterian Women will host
their Spring Senior Citizens Luncheon on
Wednesday, March 18 at 12 noon in the

Fellowship Hall. All Senior Citizens within the

congregation and community are invited to this

time of fellowship, food and entertainment. The
entertainment will be provided by Shelby and
Lynda Stephenson.
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CO-ED SOFTBALL
Players are needed for a church-sponsored co-ed
softball team. Anyone interested in being on this
team should contact Kent Walton. The team will

play on a co-ed softball team through Garner Parks
& Recreation.

Congratulations to Tom and Nancy Nelms on
their 50™ Wedding Anniversary, March 8, 2009.

S5

Congratulations to Stephen and Samantha
Nordan on the birth of their son, Cooper Glenn
born February 16, 2009, weighing
8lbs 150z, 20 % inches long.

Congratulations to Hannah Stephenson
Hannah's U12 Select Soccer team won the
Championship in the Disney's Wide World of
Sports Festival in Feb. They are ranked number
1in NCand 86 in the nation. She had a three
game shut out and was scored on only once.

Women’s Retreat at Montreat
The Presbyterian Women are already making plans
for their annual Presbyterian Women’s Retreat at
Montreat, NC. This retreat is scheduled for August
8-12, 2009. Any women within the congregation
who are interested in going should contact Roxann
Porter.

From the Youth Group

Back in December, many of you donated to our
youth mission project. Your donations provided
a brighter and more joyful Christmas to several
families.

- One family, with three young children, needed
assistance with staying warm this winter. This
outreach opportunity would not have been as
successful without the help of Scott Holland and
David Earp of D& S Service Company along with
supply donations from Keith Weatherly of
Virginia Air. On February 7th, Scott and David
generously donated their whole day to work on
the HVAC unit for one family so they can have
heat. Their time and expertise are greatly
appreciated.

- Another family, with three children, needed
assistance with the basic needs of food and
additional assistance. Their Christmas and
January were all the more joy filled with having
their needs met.

These outreach opportunities would not have
been possible without the donations, efforts,
and prayers of all who participated. The Youth
and the Youth Advisors of Providence
Presbyterian Church wish to offer a heart-felt
“Thank You” to all who support the youth
programs and ministries.
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MARCH EVENTS AND SCHEDULES _

INFANT NURSERY

1 Richard and Andrea Jones
8 Kathy Ryals and Kathy Wood
15 Kelly Nordan and Pat Davis
22 Lisa Nelms and Haley Jones
29 Kay Dry and Lisa Weatherly
TODDLER NURSERY

1 Ryne and Haley Jones

8 Joan Littleton and Brenda Dupree
15 Carolyn Stuart and Christina Nelms
22 Beth and Jane Pickens

29 Darren and Joan Stuart

Ushers

1 Sandy Kopanski and Lisa Weatherly
8 Elaine Wood and Carolyn Stevenson
15 Kay Dry and Christy Cross

22 Pat Davis and Sandra Lordi

29 Beth and Jane Pickens
ACOLYTE/BELL RINGER

1 Mary Elaine Wood

8 Tim Nooney

15 Hannah Stephenson

22 Emma Phillips

29 Riley Wood

CHILDREN’S CHURCH

1 Sam and Wendy Stephenson

8 Carlos and Stephanie Bagley

15 Johnathan and Amy Reed

22 Darren and Joan Stuart

29 Christy Cross and Elaine Wood
CHILDREN’S SERMON

1 David Collier

8 Rev. Davis

15 Darren Stuart

22 Ann Benson

29 Carolyn Stevenson
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Elder of the Month: Sandra Lordi

The Prayer List

MARCH UPCOMING EVENTS

Pioneer Clubs and Youth Group

at 5:00 p.m.

High School Youth Group Ski Trip

Middle and High School Youth Group

at 5:00 p.m.

Stated Session Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Pioneer Clubs and Youth Group

at 5:00 p.m.

Men’s Fellowship at 5:30 p.m.
Presbyterian Women Circle meetings
at 10:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Spring Senior Citizen’s Luncheon

at 12 noon in the Fellowship Hall
Middle and High School Youth Group
at 5:00 p.m.

Middle and High School Youth Group
at 5:00 p.m.

March Birthdays

L . ANILKRIE
Jason Parrish
Haleigh and Kaleigh Weaver
Courtney Walton
Alice Stephenson
Melvin Langdon
Sandra Lordi
Abbey Walton
Jarrett Cross and Jack Sherrill
Roxann Porter
Jackson Parrish
Marilyn Johnson
Jane Pickens
Steve Nordan

March Anniversaries

Annie Ruth Barbour, Kathy Barbour, Venice Barbour, Edward
Bernier, Eddie Blanks, Patricia Brack, Jeannie Byers, William
Collier, R.T. Critcher, Kirk Hatsidakis, Brack Johnson, Lacy &
Marilyn Johnson, David Kopanski, Jim Lewis, Eloise McLeod,
Jonathan Marlin, Carol Mayben, Julia Nales, Dillon Pendegraft,
Robbie Reed, Bud Schmidt, Alice Stephenson, Jay Stephenson,
Jimmy Stephenson, Pete Thompson, Chris Wade,
Ann Woodall

Tom and Nancy Nelms
Bob and Carolyn Zattiero
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