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From the Pastor’s Study...

Finally! We’ve experienced our first winter’s snow here
in McGees Crossroads. Pat managed to take a couple
of photos to capture the wintry wonderland like
substance. It's remarkable how a few inches of snow
can render a whole new landscape that somehow has a
clean and delightful feel. God’s grace has a way of
doing something similar in our lives — it can shower
down on our lives and those around us and clean us
inside and out ... white as the driven snow. Too often
though, we view God and snow in similar fashion ... it’s
nice to see it for a few days a year but it becomes an
inconvenience to live in it everyday. Snow has a
tendency to melt and leave the world a bit muddy for a
little while ... however God’s love has a remarkable
effect on the human soul and once we are cleaned up
we stay that way unless we seek the muddy messy
places.

This month’s sermon series continues in the theme of
discipleship from the Bible and from Providence’s own
Mission statement:

To make new disciples..
by sharing the gospel through our words and actions,

To nurture existing Chri
by worship, fellowship and Christian education,

To serve God by worshipi
by the power of the Holy Spirit, And to serve our

neighbor as Jesus taught us.

Christian discipleship is being in relationship with Jesus
... It’s discipleship which shares the good news ... It's
discipleship that feeds the minds, bodies, and souls ...
It’s discipleship that reaches out beyond just the
community of believers and proclaims God’s grace to
the world ... It’s Christian discipleship that pushes us,
calls us, propels us, and energizes us to “go” to our
neighbors and “do” what Jesus calls us to in the great
commission ... It’s being taught and teaching ... It's
being fed and feeding others ... It's learning how to
receive and give ... It's an ongoing process.
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? Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. * For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose
their life for my sake will find it. % For what will it
profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit
their life? Or what will they give in return for their
life? % "For the Son of Man is to come with his
angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will
repay everyone for what has been done. 2 Truly I tell
you, there are some standing here who will not taste
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom."
Matthew 16:24-28

February Session Highlights

The Session held a stated Session meeting on January
13, 2009. The following represents the highlights of
that meeting:

¢ Reverend Davis has scheduled training for the
session on January 27" and January 29, 2009 from
7:00pm to 9:00pm. The training will introduce new
Elder(s) to session protocol, provide guidance for the
session to better serve the congregation, and assign
committee chairpersons.

¢ The law firm, which consented to assist with making
application for obtaining incorporation status for the
church has been non-responsive. Therefore, it was the
consensus of the session that legal services from
another law firm will be pursued to advance the
process.

Next Stated Session Meeting:
February 10, 2009, 7:00 p.m. at the church
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Christian discipleship begins with Christ — Christ
calls us — we are taught — nurtured — we are in
community — we are empowered — and we are
sent. | encourage you to seek out areas in the life
and mission of the church that you feel passionate
about serving God. Please pray for our church,
church leadership, church direction, church family
noted in the Joys and Concerns insert from the
bulletin, and pray for our Elders on Session as our
church discerns God’s plan for Providence
Presbyterian Church. There is so much energy, hope
and joy here in Providence; | can’t wait to see
where God leads us next.

May the Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord
make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to
you; the Lord lift His countenance upon you, and
give you peace.

Your Brother in Christ,
Rev. Jim Davis

2009 Flower Schedule
The schedule for placing flowers in the Sanctuary
for 2009 has been posted. The schedule is located
on the bulletin board behind the sanctuary. If you
would like to sign-up for placing flowers in the
church, please put your name on the schedule. If
you have any questions, please contact Beth
Pickens at 639.5318.

Offering Envelopes

Offering envelopes are available. You
can find them on the bottom shelf of
the table in the Narthex.

Schedules
Updated schedules for February through May
2009 are now available on the website, and
copies are available in the church fellowship
hall and in the hallway of the Educational
building. Please check them to see if you are
scheduled to participate. If you downloaded
this schedule prior to January 27" please
check again as a revised schedule has been
posted.

Fellowship Time Sign-Up
A new sign-up sheet for January 4 through
March 1 has been posted in the Fellowship Hall
for the weekly Sunday morning Fellowship time.
Please go by and sign-up for a Sunday to host.
If you have any questions, please contact
DeEtta Wood at 331.9046

Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School for 2009 has been
scheduled for Sunday, July 26 through Thursday,
July 30. In the next month, planning will begin
for this year’s VBS. Please be thinking about how
you can help in making this year’s VBS a success.

Congratulations to Ashton Stuart for
completing her Level 5 gymnastics season by
winning State Champion on Floor and All
Around for her age group. Ashton won 1st
place All Around in her age group at all 7 meets
this Fall. Ashton also made the A Honor
Roll both 9 weeks this Fall in 6th grade.

Congratulations to Adam Stuart for winning the

Sportsmanship Medal this Fall for his baseball
team. He also won the Best Defensive Player
award for his efforts on the field at second base
and shortstop. Adam helped the West Raleigh
Bulls make it to the championship game of the
Fall end of season tournament. Adam also
received the Math Award last quarter in his 2nd
grade class.

Congratulations to Ryan Nelms for being
named 50-210 Fire Departments’ 2008 Rookie
of the Year.

The Session and the Providence church family
extend our Christian sympathy to

Ji I ngram and hi s
brother, Joe Ingram

Randy Benson and his family, in the loss of
Randy’s brother
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FEBRUARY EVENTS AND SCHEDULES _

INFANT NURSERY

1 Roxann Porter and Elaine Wood
8 Sue Bryant and Linda Roberts
15 Mary and Emily Langdon

22 Chris and Kristy Stephenson

TODDLER NURSERY

1 Pat Davis and Amy Reed

8 Amanda McLamb and Jane Pickens
15 Lindsey Frampton and Carolyn Stuart
22 Courtney and Abbey Walton

USHERS

1 Dick Embrey and Atlee Roberts
8 Darren Stuart and Jimmy Stuart
15 Gary Phillips and Ken Lordi

22 Mark Nelms and Ryan Nelms

ACOLYTE/BELL RINGER é

1 Joseph Phillips (=

8 Justin Wood Nz Il A=
ioai a2y

15 Abigail Wood \._j:l 5

22 Daniel Stephenson }f_,rié_‘/ ,I\

CHILDREN’S CHURCH

1 John and Beth Pickens

8 Crissy Porter and Lauren Langdon
15 Kent and Gwen Walton

22 Richard and Andrea Jones

CHILDREN’S SERMON

1 Nancy Nelms QJ&\ )
8 Kay Dry ﬁ '\\’ﬁ - )
15 Andrea Jones \.\, i
22 Pioneer Clubs/Youth Group t

Elder of the Month: Steve Nordan

The Prayer List

Annie Ruth Barbour, Kathy Barbour, Tony Barnes,
Edward Bernier, Winfield Berrell, Eddie Blanks, Worth
Bowman, Jeannie Byers, Austin Byrd, Sarah Clayton,
William Collier, R.T. Critcher, Mike Ertis, Bruce Faircloth,
Bob Huber, Brack Johnson, Lacy & Marilyn Johnson,
Grant Joyner, David Kopanski, Jim Lewis, Eloise McLeod,
Carol Mayben, Ron Meek, Julia Nales, Maxine O’Connell,
Dillon Pendegraff, Bud Schmidt, Alice Stephenson,
Jimmy Stephenson, Pete Stephenson, Pete Thompson,

Chris Wade, Brenda Wimberly, Ann Woodall

FEBRUARY UPCOMING EVENTS ‘/

1 Worship Committee Meeting immediately
following Worship

1 Pioneer Clubs, Middle and High School Youth
Group at 5:00 p.m. No Meal Will be Served

5 Back to Basics Bible Study at 7:00 p.m.

8 Celebration of the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper during Worship at 11:00 a.m.

8 Middle and High School Youth Group at 5:00
p.m.

9 Long-Range Planning Committee meeting at
7:00 p.m.

10 Stated Session Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

12 Back to Basics Bible Study at 7:00 p.m.

15 Pioneer Clubs and Youth Group at 5:00 p.m.;
Men'’s Fellowship at 5:30 p.m.

17 Presbyterian Women Daytime Circle meets at
10:00 a.m., and the Evening Circle at 7:30 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall

19 Back to Basics Bible Study at 7:00 p.m.

22 Middle and High School Youth Group at 5:00
p.m.

25 Deadline to turn in items for the newsletter

26 Back to Basics Bible Study at 7:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
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Ava Wood

Kristy Stephenson and Olivia White
Johnny Wood

Jessica Porter and Pat Davis

Phil Cross, Wayne Langdon, Mark Nelms and
Keith Weatherly

10 JoAnn Creech

14 Linda Roberts

15 Andy Dupree

16 Lisa Ingram, Jimmy Stuart and Jim Davis
18 Beth Pickens

20 Ashley Porter

21 Wade Johnson

25 Tony Bryant and Barbara Walton

27 Margot Porter

28 Crissy Porter
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