PRESBYTERIANS AT THE CROSSROADS

Providence Presbyterian Church
August 2009

From the Pastor’s Study...

G 0 dblessings truly overflowed in July here at
Providence and rendered awesome testimony to our
Lor d p&sewkéeirsour church. Inthe midst of
t hi s s umnodblesssd ushinescantany &ays!
Our guest preacher George Dudley offered an
inspiring message to begin the month. Mrs. Janice

Parrish was recogni zed
Older Adult on the floor of Presbytery meeting held
on the 21%. OurL R P évisalizd®on Project

continues to gain momentumand t hi s
Vacation Bible School was a glowing display of God '’
grace, caring Christians, great food, fun, sun, kickball,
and proclamation of the love of Jesus Christ in our
lives. A hardy thank you and well done goes out to
all who participated in the week long activities.
This mont h’ s s c rfiomliuke 18
where Jesus speaks to all his disciples “Let the little
children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is
G2 adzOK Fa GdKSasS Kl
We should meet all those whom God places in our
path with childlike faith, as Matthew 18:1-7
indicates, while we love and help each other along
our faith journeys. We must encourage each other
in truth, trust and love - realizing we are all truly
children (of all ages) of God.

August is also full of worship, praise, and fellowship
opportunities. This month we celebrate communion
on the 9", send off the Presbyterian Women to
Montreat Conference, and we will come together for
food and fun at this vy

Please join us for these and other opportunities to
have fun and meaningful fellowship.
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August Scripture Passage

> people were bringing even infants to
him that he might touch them; and
when the disciples saw it, they sternly
ordered them not to do it. *° But Jesus
called for them and said, "Let the little
children come to me, and do not stop
them; for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of God belongs. ¥ Truly I tell
you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will
never enter it."

Luke 18-15-17

Churchwide Pool Party
The Fellowship and Christian
Education Committees will host a
Church-Wide Pool Party on Sunday,
August 23 from 8pm — 10pm at the
Mc Gee' s Crossro:
Committees will provide food, but
they ask everyone attending to bring a
side dish or dessert. Please plan to
come and be a part of an evening of
fellowship food, and fun as we bring
summer to a close!
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As this summer winds down and the cooler
days of fall become
together in prayer and conversation as we
di scern God’'s plan f¢
pray for our church, our church family, our
session, and our pastor — that we may follow
our Lord God more nearly day by day.

Your Brother in Christ,
Rev. Jim Davis

Our Christian Sympathies are extended to the
families of Brian Patrick Allen, brother to Sheila
Dupree, Pete Thompson, friend of Worth and
Patsy Bowman, and Jean Ogburn Carroll, Kelly
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Pioneer Clubs and Youth Group
It is hard to believe that the summer is almost
over and a new school year will begin! With the
beginning of a new school year, comes a new
year for Pioneer Clubs and Youth Group. Each
of these groups will have their first meeting on
Sunday, September 20 at 5:00 p.m. Pioneer
Clubs leaders and Youth Advisors are already
planning activities that will make this year fun
for everyone while we continue our mission of
spreading the gospel to those in our community
and around the world. For more information
about Pioneer Clubs, please contact
Georgeanna Phillips at 919.207.0604, and for
Youth Group, please contact Rev. Davis at
919.264.4324.

August Session Highlights

The Session held a stated session meeting on July
14™ and a called session meeting on July 22nd.
The following represents the highlights of those
meetings:

Church incorporation is advancing and the
necessary incorporation documents have been
filed with the Secret:
first step; however, the congregation will have to
vote on the matter, which will be achieved with a
congregational meeting. Additional details will be
forthcoming.

The session conducted a called session meeting on
July 22" The purpose of the meeting was to
discusst he church’ s fyeanan:
budget review). It was revealed that there are
shortfalls in meeting the budgeted items for 2009.
Discussion ensued as to where cost cutting
measures could be implemented to meet the

needs of the budget while maintaining a reserve in
the general fund. Although several cost cutting
measures were discussed, at this time none were
enacted. It was the consensus of the session that
doing so could compromise aspects of the
ministry and facility operations. As a result, the
session is going to bring the matter before the
congregation on July 26, 2009.

Next stated Session Meeting: August 11, 2009

Prayer Shawl Ministry
The Presbyterian Women have already

crocheted, blessed and delivered 8 Prayer
Shawils, but they continue to meet on Tuesday
mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall to
crochet more! Once the shawls are made they
are blessed with love and prayer and taken to
those who are sick, feeble or in need of prayer.

They ask for the help of the congregation in
identifying those who are in need. If you know
of someone who needs a shawl, please contact

Sandy Kopanski or Ann Stephenson.
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Congratulations to Adam Stuart who was selected
to play on the West Raleigh Baseball 8 &under Cal
Ripken All-Star Team this summer. The team won

the Cal Ripken Southeast Regional Championship in
Ocala, Florida July 15-19. The Southeast Regional
Tournament consisted of 20 teams from VA, NC, SC,

TN, GA, AL, and FL that primarily were State

Tournament Champions or Runners-Up. Prior to
winning the Southeast Regional Championship, the

West Raleigh team won the Eastern NC State
Championship in New Bern and the District 2

Championship in Henderson. The team completed
its All-Star season with 28 wins and no losses in a

total of 5 tournaments.

Congratulations to Leshia Hudgins and Brian

August Birthdays
JF L . ANIKRIE
Dick Embrey
Brenda Dupree
Emma Phillips
Eva Stephenson
Leshia Hudgins
Silas Porter
Pauline Jones
Richard Jones
Sandy Kopanski
Keith Langdon
Ann Stephenson
Bob Reed
Stewart Pickens
Nadine Reed
Patsy Bowman

Lora Joyner
Elaine Wood
Tyler Nordan
Lauren Collier
Charlie Porter
Randy Benson

Wheeler who are getting married on Saturday,
August 1 at 4:00 p.m. at Providence Presbyterian
Church.
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Brandy Lewis, who will be married to Joseph
Hawkins on Saturday, August 8 at 2:00 p.m. at

Providence Presbyterian Church. August Anniversaries

Nathan and Kay Dry

Stephen and Samantha Nordan
David and Pam Collier

Darren and Joan Stuart

Don and Brenda Dupree

Annual Fort Fisher Retreat
Once again, all church members are invited to a
retreat to Fort Fisher leaving Friday, September 18
and returning Sunday, September 20. Whether you
can go for one night, two nights, or just for the day,
you will enjoy a time of fellowship and fun with our
church family. For additional information, or to
reserve your place, please contact Gary and
Georgeanna Phillips at 919.207.0604.

Son Rock Kids Camp Update
Thanks to all of those who came out and helped
with this year’s Vacal
of those who volunteered of their time and talents
we could not have done it. Nearly 100 children
and youth participated in learning about how we
are Accepted, Protected, Saved, and Forgiven to
help us Live for Jesus. Each night kids participated
in Bible stories, games and crafts to reinforce our
Bible verses and songs. As well, the children,
youth and adults participated in our Mission
Project: Soldier Outreach by donating items to
send to our soldiers. Please help to reinforce
what was learned this week, by encouraging each
other to continue to Build our Lives on the ROCK —
Jesus!

Presbyterian Women Retreat to Montreat
The Presbyterian Women will leave for the annual
gathering of Presbyterian Women from all over the

country in Montreat, NC on Saturday, August 8 at

9:30 a.m. returning on Wednesday, August 12.
Please be in prayer for safe travel and the spirit-filled
week that these women will participate in. If you
have any questions, please contact Janice Parrish or
Roxann Porter.
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AUGUST EVENTS AND SCHEDULES

INFANT NURSERY m_‘_ . -
Mark & Pam Nelms sz
Mary & Emily Langdon AUGUST UPCOMING EVENTS
Darren & Joan Stuart 2 Children and Youth will sing during Worship
Linda Roberts & Kathy Ryals 8 Presbyterian Women leave for Montreat
Kay Dry & Lisa Weatherly 9 The Celebration of the Sacrament of the
TODDLER NURSERY Lord’s Supper durin
Melinda Kendall & Kendall Nelms 11 Stated Session Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Haley Jones and Lauren Langdon 12 Presbyterian Women return from Montreat
Emily Langdon & Kathy Wood 17 Christian Education Committee meeting at
Johnathan & Amy Reed 7:00 p-m. ) . .
23 Worship Committee meeting immediately
Chris Nooney & Laura Langdon following Worship
USHERS 23 Church-Wide Pool Party from 8pm —10pm
John Kopanski and Atlee Roberts

at the McGee's Cros
Dick Embrey and Ken Lordi 23 Deadline for submitting items for the
Johnathan Reed and Jeffrey Wood

September newsletter
Keith Weatherly and Russell Wood

Hamilton Greene and Darren Stuart
ACOLTYE/BELL RINGER

Jarrett Cross

Rob Nooney
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Joseph Phillips
Justin Wood
Daniel Stephenson
CHILDREN'S CHURCH

Gary and Georgeanna Phillips The Prayer List
Chris & Kristy Stephenson
The families of Brian Allen, Jean Ogburn Carroll,
Kay Dry & Carolyn Stevenson
M d Emily Langd and Pete Thompson. Regan Abernathy, Pam
ary'an m_' y tangdon Aycock-Grimes, Annie Ruth Barbour, Kathy
Phil & Christy Cross Barbour, Sylvia Barbour, Edward Bernier, Jean
Blalock, Eddie Blanks, Jeannie Byers, Bill Ellis,
Larry Ezzelle, Kathryn Harris, Timmy Jernigan,
Ruth Jernigan, Billy Jordan, David Kopanski,
Wendy Stephenson Graham Langdon, R.Z. McGee, Carol Mayben,
Andrea Jones D) Wanza Mayben, Joan Morris, Olivia Mullis,
Carolyn Stevenson Shavonna Owen, Ina.Jean Pgwell, Bud Schmidt,
Pete and Brenda Skinner, Jimmy Stephenson,

Vaughn Stephenson, Nan Walker, Angie Walton,
Elder of the Month: Atlee Roberts Carmen Watson, and Ann Woodall
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CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
VBS Wrap-Up

Communion
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