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From the Pastor’s Study...

Easter is upon us and we celebrate a risen Savior in
Jesus as Christ. As we join together in fellowship during
the Easter celebrations this month, it is important to
share the “Peace of Christ” realized in a crucified but
risen Son of God. Please join us for worship and
fellowship - Maundy Thursday Service, the children’s
Easter fun on Saturday 11" the sunrise Easter Service
at Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, Easter service, Easter
Sunday Worship and the other opportunities this
month. In this time of celebration, Easter eggs and
jelly beans can be colorful reminders of such good news
of God’s grace for all humanity. We as mature
Christian’s are to share God’s love with each other — let
us make time to take time with those God places in our
path to share the true source of our hope and joy in this
life.

In this month’s scripture passage, we see the
encounter of a risen Jesus Christ with Mary Magdalene
and the disciples. It is interesting to note that when
Jesus greets the disciples he offers a joyful “Peace be
with you”. Jesus states “Receive the Holy Spirit” and
bids them to forgive the sins of others. In this passage
Jesus as recently risen Messiah heralds: Peace — the
Holy Spirit — and forgiveness; these things are central to
the Easter narrative and the nature in which our God
seeks a relationship with each and every one of us. This
month’s sermon series is on The Apostle’s Creed,
explores apostleship in terms of Easter and a
resurrected Jesus as our savior.

May God bless us with a deeper understanding of
God’s love through forgiveness purchased through the
blood of Jesus. Please continue to support our church
family and it’s ministries in your thoughts, prayers, and
actions.

Your Brother in Christ,
Rev. Jim Davis

8 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the
disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them
that he had said these things to her. 2 When it was
evening on that day, the first day of the week, and
the doors of the house where the disciples had met
were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, "Peace be with you.
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. %! Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you." 22
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said
to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 3 If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained."

John 20:183

n 20

April Session Highlights

The Session held a stated Session meeting on March
10, 2009. The following represents the highlights of
that meeting:

Regarding incorporation of the church. As previously
mentioned, it was the consensus of the session to seek
another attorney to assist with obtaining church
incorporation. Through the efforts of Steve Nordan
and Johnny Wood, the new attorney has been secured
to assist with completing the necessary documents to
acquire church incorporation. To date, the attorney
has completed a rough draft for the articles of
incorporation and the committee that will assist with
finalizing the necessary documents has reviewed the
same. At the committee’s next meeting in April, they
will discuss how to structure incorporation and revise
draft as to best suit the church.

Next Stated Session Meeting:
April 14, 2009, 7:00 p.m. at the church
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New Hope Presbytery Meeting

On Saturday, February 21% the Presbytery of New
Hope held its quarterly meeting at Cary
Presbyterian Church. Commissioners from the
churches of our presbytery attended this meeting;
there were approximately 330 pastors and elders
including our own elder Atlee Roberts and Rev.
Jim Davis.

The main piece of business for this particular
meeting was to vote on an amendment G-6.0106b
of the Book of Order which currently requires
ordained clergy to demonstrate “fidelity in
marriage and chastity in singleness” in “obedience
to Scripture” and “in conformity to the
Confessions”. The proposed amendment was
approved by General Assembly in San Jose in June
2008, and has now been sent to the presbytery
level for approval. This amendment would
remove the specific requirement for marital
fidelity and chastity in singleness, requiring
instead that church officers “assent to the
constitutional questions for ordination” and
“pledge themselves to live lives obedient to the
Jesus Christ”. Two prior proposals to amend this
language have not passed and in order to be
approved, an amendment must be approved by a
majority of the 173 Presbyteries in the US; that is,
87 presbyteries must approve the amendment.
The New Hope Presbytery approved the
amendment by a vote of 177 to 139, with 10
abstentions. As of March 25" - 79 presbyteries
have voted ‘against’ the amendment and 53
presbyteries have voted ‘for’ the amendment — 41
presbyteries are due to vote by the end of June on
this matter.

Our church has consistently voted against changes
to the Book of Order in this matter and voted
against this proposal as well.  Should this
amendment pass, fidelity and obedience to
scripture  will  be removed from our
denominations’ constitution with regard to the
standards of ordained ministry. Please pray for
our denomination and the Christian churches of
the world in regards to scriptural integrity where
the standards of the world are not and should not
be the standards of Christ’s church.

If you have any questions about the presbytery
meeting or the proposed amendment, feel free to
contact our pastor Jim Davis 894-4063 or email
jimdavis10@hotmail.com.

Vacation Bible School

Providence has scheduled its 2009 Vacation
Bible School for Sunday, July 26 through
Thursday, July 30. This year’s VBS will Son Rock
Kids Camp: Where Kids Build Their Lives on t

ROCK, JESUSIf you are interested in helping
with this year’s VBS in any way, please contact
Kristy Stephenson or DeEtta Wood. In the next
few weeks, volunteers will be recruited and VBS

Planning Meetings will begin. Please give

prayerful consideration to how you can impact a
young person’s life for Christ by being an active
part of this year’s VBS.

Providence will have a Maundy Thursday Service on
Thursday, April 9 at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

On Sunday, April 26 Providence will have an
Organ Dedication and Concert in the Sanctuary
at 4:00 p.m. The concert will feature Rodney L.
Barbour, from Huntington, West Virginia.
Rodney has a Bachelor of Arts in Music
Education and Organ Performance from
Marshall University, Master of Music Degree in
Organ Performance from the University of
Cincinnati, and a Doctoral Degree in Organ
Performance from University of Cincinnati, and
studies in worship, organ performance and
children’s music from Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary. As a writer, he has
articles published in Church Music Digest, Music
Revelation and Church Business. Please plan to
come and be a part of this meaningful service.
Following the service, refreshments will be
provided in the Fellowship Hall.
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Providence will have an Easter Celebration for the
WHOLE family on Saturday, April 11 from 3:00 p.m. —
5:00 p.m. The festivities will include an Easter egg
hunt and crafts for the kids and a delicious meal for

everyone. Please invite your friends and family to
join you for this fun-filled afternoon.

Women'’s Retreat at Montreat
The Presbyterian Women are already making
plans for their annual Presbyterian Women’s
Retreat at Montreat, NC. This retreat is
scheduled for August 8-12, 2009. Any women
within the congregation who are interested in
going should contact Roxann Porter.

On Easter Sunday, Providence will participate in a
Sunrise Service at Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
located at 1241 Old Fairground Road. This service
will take place outside, weather permitting, and
will be followed by a light breakfast in their

Fellowship Hall.
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SCOUT PACK 210 NEWS

Scoutmaster's earn WOOD BADGE :
Marty Godwin, Scoutmaster
Phil Cross, Asst. Scoutmaster
Scott Czarnecki, Asst. Scoutmaster

Marty Godwin and Tammy Ellis were awarded
one of the Highest Honors from Tuscarora
Council: Both were Awarded: Trail Blazer Award
for services to Pack 210. They both now serve the
Troop.

Troop gained 2 new Boy Scouts, one from Troop
33 and the other from Pack 210, we are also
expecting about 3 from Pack 33 and one from
Troop 33 next week.

Ranks Earned By Boy Scouts:

Scout Rank
Matt Moore

Tenderfoot Rank
Brandon Carpenter
Josh Carpenter
Nathan Ingram
Travis Creech
Junior Langlev

CO-ED SOFTBALL
Players are needed for a church-sponsored co-ed
softball team. Anyone interested in being on this
team should contact Kent Walton. The team will play
on a co-ed softball team through Garner Parks &
Recreation.

April Birthdays

1 LILJe
Carlos Bagley
John Pickens
Peggy Barnhill
Amy Reed
Sharon Stephenson
Brack Johnson
Jon Nooney
Charlotte Wood
Will Langdon
Bob Zattiero
Kathy Ryals
Hunter Powell
Lacy Johnson
Norma Parsons
Joan Stuart
Joshua Collier
Leon Parrish
Meredith Tart

ANIKRI

April Anniversaries

Jon and Chris Nooney

Heath and Heather White
John and Beth Pickens
Nathan and Heather Reed
Hamilton and Debbie Greene
Wayne and Joyce Lamm

Billy and Peggy Barnhill
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APRIL EVENTS AND SCHEDULES

INFANT NURSERY

5 Mark and Pam Nelms

12 Carlos & Stephanie Bagley

19 Darren and Joan Stuart

26 Linda Roberts and Kathy Ryals

TODDLER NURSERY

5 Melinda Kendall and Kendall Nelms
12 Haley Jones and Lauren Langdon
19 Emily Langdon and Kathy Wood

26 Johnathan and Amy Reed

Ushers

5 Mary and Emily Langdon

12 Lisa Nelms and Christina Nelms

19 Johnathan Reed and Jeffrey Wood

26 Keith Weatherly and Russell Wood
&

ACOLYTE/BELL RINGER
5 Jarrett Cross

12 Joseph Phillips

19 Justin Wood

26 Abigail Wood

bl
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CHILDREN’S CHURCH

5 Gary and Georgeanna Phillips
12 Chris and Kristy Stephenson
19 Kay Dry & Carolyn Stevenson
26 Mary and Emily Langdon

CHILDREN’S SERMON 40
5 Nancy Nelms QJ’
12 Kay Dry

19 Wendy Stephenson E}
26 Pioneer Club/Youth Group

Elder of the Month: Sandra Lordi

A 6

Passion of the Christ Bible Study at 7:00 p.m.
Palm Sunday
Pioneer Clubs and Youth Group at 5:00 p.m.;
Relay for Life Meeting at 5:30 p.m.
Maundy Thursday Service at 7:30 p.m.
Family Easter Celebration from 3pm — 5pm,
including an Easter egg hunt and crafts for the
children and hot dogs, hamburgers and the
trimmings for the family.
Easter Sunrise Service at Pleasant Grove
Baptist Church
Easter Sunday and Celebration of the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Stated Session Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Passion of the Christ Bible Study at 7:00 p.m.
Pioneer Clubs Year-End Celebration from
3pm—6pm
Youth Group at 5pm
Men’s Fellowship at 5:30 p.m.
Relay for Life Meeting at 5:30 p.m.
Presbyterian Women meetings at 10:00 a.m.
and 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Passion of the Christ Bible Study at 7:00 p.m.
Organ Dedication and Concert at 4:00 p.m.,
followed by refreshments
Passion of the Christ Bible Study at 7:00 p.m.

April Upcoming Events

The Prayer List
Annie Ruth Barbour, Kathy Barbour, Vanecia
Barbour, Mary Bass, Edward Bernier, Jean Blalock,
Eddie Blanks, Worth and Patsy Bowman, Jeannie
Byers, William Collier, R.T. Critcher, Scottie Ezzell,
Kathryn Harris, Diane Hefter, Brack Johnson, Lacy &
Marilyn Johnson, Jordan Kefauver, David Kopanski,
Jim Lewis, R.Z. McGee, Eloise McLeod, Carol Mayben,
Judy Morris, Julia Nales, Eloise Richardson,
Bud Schmidt, Alice Stephenson, Jay Stephenson,
Jimmy Stephenson, Pete Thompson, Chris Wade, and
Ann Woodall
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