PRESBYTERIANS AT THE CROSSROADS

Providence Presbyterian Church
March 2008

From the Pastor’s Study...

March is upon us....Daylight Savings begins and we
celebrate Easter this month. We will celebrate Maundy
Thursday Service on March 20 (since Easter comes on the
23r) and we will host the Sunrise Service this year which is
followed by breakfast in the Fellowship Hall. What a joy it is
to share the hope of our Lord Jesus Christ with others in the
community.

In this month’s scripture passage, we hear Jesus proclaim,
“T am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even thongh
they die, will live...” this 1s the reality for all those who profess
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. This is the core of the
Gospel message that we are to share with all those God places
in our path. Easter is a joyous occasion that we celebrate with
all sorts of traditions. This is my first Easter here at
Providence, and Pat and I look forward with anticipation to
share all the moments that our worship and fellowship
opportunities have to offer in celebration of a truly awesome
and gracious God.

I am so excited at the coming of the Easter Celebration
planned this month. I am equally excited that we have the
opportunity to have our church family photo album updated —
in our efforts with the upcoming Pictorial Directory. 1
encourage all to participate in the “Foto-Fun”...we don’t want
anyone left out! So, if you know of any member who has
travel needs or if you are going to be out of town April 3, 4,
and 5 — then please make arrangements to have your photo
taken or send a photo in.

What a wonderful time in the life of our church it is to
have God bless us in so many new ways. We have new family
members joining our church....new opportunities to meet the
needs of our communities....we have new ways to celebrate
our joy in this life....new Co-Ed softball team...new pictures
to add to the PPC family album....and each day is a new day
to celebrate the gift of life from our Lord. With each day that
passes, I believe we have the opportunity to get closer to
God’s plan for us as the church — body of Christ — and to seek
how God’s plan inspires and changes us.

Please support our church family in your thoughts, prayers
and actions. We have many who need your smile, talents, and
passion — I encourage you to be involved.

Your Brother in Christ,
Rev. Jim Davis

Church Pictorial Directory

The photographers will be here
soon! Our pictorial directory team is
coordinating the photography sessions
for April 3, 4, & 5. They will be
communicating the particulars in the weeks to come.
It's only 5 weeks away and this is a wonderful
opportunity to have the family portrait taken, pictures
for the photo album, or simply pictures to share with
family and friends. It is important to Providence that
you and your family are included in our big family photo
album for 2008!

Holy Week Services and Events

Providence will host several special
services and events during Holy Week,
Sunday, March 16 through Sunday, March 23. Please
make plans now to come and be a part! On Sunday,
March 16, we will celebrate Palm Sunday by the children
bringing in Palm branches during the beginning of the
service. We will have our Maundy Thursday service on
Thursday, March 20 at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. On
Saturday, March 22 at 10:00 a.m., the children are invited
to an Easter Celebration for a time of crafts, hearing the
Easter story, refreshments, and an Easter egg hunt. Our
church will host a Sunrise Service on Sunday, March 23
at 7:00 a.m., followed by a light breakfast in the
Fellowship Hall, and at 11:00 a.m. we will celebrate the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ during our Easter Worship
Service.

Men's Fellowship News

The Men’s Fellowship has changed
their meeting schedule to the third
Sunday night of each month at 5:00 p.m.

The Men will have their Bible Study and business meeting
at 5:00 p.m., and then will eat dinner with the Pioneer
Clubs and Youth Group at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. The wives are also invited to come for dinner at
6:30 p.m. Anyone with questions regarding Men’s
Fellowship should contact Kent Walton at 772.8881.

The Men’s Fellowship are already making plans for
their Annual Fish Fry on Friday, May 16. Please mark
your calendars for this event!
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of that meeting:

CONGRATULATI ONS TOE€.

Ryan Nelms for being accepted to the 50-210 Fire
Department as a Volunteer Fireman. If you’ve passed a
50-210 fire truck in the last week, most likely Ryan was
driving!

Hannah Stephenson and the U1l Select Soccer
Team who played 5 games into the semi-finals at the
Disney Complex in Florida during the weekend of
February 15-17. During the 5 games, Hannah was only
scored on twice as the goalie!

Wayne Campbell, Lisa Nelms’ father, for receiving
the Order of the Long Leaf Pine on his 70% birthday,
February 2. The Order of the Long Leaf Pine is the
highest civilian award given by the Governot’s office and
is given to outstanding citizens who have a proven record
of service to the State.

Providence Presbyterian Church
Mission Statement

We believe God’s mission for Providence
Presbyterian Church is:

To make new disciples by sharing the
gospel through our words and actions,

To nurture existing Christians into a mature
faith by worship, fellowship, and Christian
education,

7o serve God by worshipping Him through
Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit,

And to serve our neighbor as Jesus taught
us.

. ____________________________________________________________________|

FEBRUARY SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The Session held a Stated Session meeting on February 12, 2008. The following represents the highlights I

* Atlee Roberts was elected commissioner to the New Hope Presbytery Meeting conducted on Feb 16. At
the meeting, the churches of Presbytery will vote on an amendment overture to the Book of Order section
G-6.0106-B. This section states: Those who are called 1o office in the church are to lead a life in obedience to the Scripture |
= and in conformity to the historic confessional standards of the church. Among these standards is the requirement to live either in .
I fdelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity in singleness. Persons refusing to report of any
- self-acknowledged practice which the confessions call sin shall not be ordained and)/ or installed as deacons, elders, or ministers of
the Word and Sacrament. A vote in favor of the amendment would effectively eliminate conformity of the

. historic confessional standards regarding this section and would revise the same to allow those that do not
conform to this section to be ordained and/or installed as deacon, elder, or minister of the Word and
Sacrament. The amendment has been brought before the Presbyterian Church on several occasions and has
been voted down each time. After discussing this issue, the Session was unanimously in favor of voting
against the amendment overture to the aforementioned section in the Book of Order.

* By consensus the Session was in favor of enacting necessary measures to produce a pictorial directory

A e Stated Session Meeting: March 11, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. at the church.

Pioneer Clubs and Youth Group
Pioneer Clubs will have their regular -&1‘
meetings on March 2 and March 16 at  PJONEER CLUBS

5:00 p.m. Each of these meetings will be

followed by dinner in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m.
for all club members and their families. Pioneer Clubs is
for children in Preschool through 5% grade. If you have
questions regarding Pioneer Clubs, please contact
Georgeanna Phillips.

The Youth Group now meets every Sunday night at
5:00 p.m. in the Manse. The Youth Group is for youth
in the 6t — 12t grade. On March 2 and 16 the Youth
Group and their families are invited to join the Pioneer
Clubs group for dinner in the Fellowship Hall. Anyone
with questions regarding the Youth Group should
contact Mary Langdon or Rev. Davis.

March Scripture Passage

*Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Those who believe in me, even though they will die,
will live, ** and everyone who lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?” *'She said to
him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah,
the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” *
When she had said this, she went back and called her
sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is
here and is calling for you.” (John 11:25-28)
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CUB SCOUT PACK 210
BUNNY DRIVE SERVICE PROJECT

Cub Scout Pack 210 is having a Bunny Drive Service
Project from February 19 — March 18 as their service
project. They are asking for donations of stuffed
bunnies, chicks, and other Easter critters which will then
be given to our local hospitals for distribution to
children who are sick and in the hospital through the
Easter holiday. These donations must be new with the
tags still attached. Donations can be dropped off at the
Manse, or given to one of our Cub Scouts.

Vacation Bible School

[ . . .

W As a reminder, Vacation Bible
= .72%  School (VBS) is scheduled for Sunday,
% July 27 — Thursday, July 31 in the

evening. The theme for this year is

Godds Big Backyard. Whe.
Jesus! The focus of God’s Big Backyard is SERVICE....
to Jesus, our family, community and friends. In addition
to the VBS program, there will also be a program offered
for our Youth Group and an Adult Bible Study. So, please
make plans to attend, and look for more information to

come! If you have questions regarding VBS, or would like
to help in anyway, please contact Sandra Lordi or DeEtta

Wood.

Presbyterian Women Upcoming Events

Presbyterian Women Yard Sale. A Yard Sale, sponsored by the Presbyterian Women has been
planned for Saturday, April 19 from 7:00 a.m. - 12 noon in the Manse. Rain or Shine. The
Presbyterian Women are asking for donations of spring/summer clothing, household items,
children’s toys, etc. Any items that you would like to donate to this worthy cause will be appreciated.
Also, clothes hangers, plastic bags, and men and women helpers are needed! Drop-off times for
your donations are as follows: Wednesday, April 16, 3:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.; Thursday, April 17, 4:00
p.m. - 7:00 p.m.; Friday, April 18, 5:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m. at the Manse. Please support the
Presbyterian Women with your prayers, donations and time....and then plan to come and shop on
April 19! Anyone with questions or wanting to help should contact Carolyn Stevenson.

Relay for Life. Providence Presbyterian Church, along with the Presbyterian Women, will sponsor a
2008 Relay for Life team. Our church is Team #57, and the Relay for Life event will be held Friday,
May 30 at 2:00 p.m. through Saturday, May 31 at 11:00 a.m. Please show your support of this event
by becoming a Team Member. Each Providence Team Member pays a $10 team registration fee
pledges to raise at least $100. By doing these two things you will receive a team t-shirt. If you sign
up to be a team member, you are not required to run/walk in the event. A sign-up sheet will be
posted in the Fellowship Hall. You may also purchase luminaries in honor/memory of someone. All
those interested in being a part of the Providence Team are invited to a meeting on Wednesday,
March 19 at 7:00 p.m. In the meantime, if you have questions, please contact Carolyn Stevenson or
Carolyn Stuart.

Men’s Fish Fry

The Men’s Fellowship will hold their annual Fish Fry on Friday, May 16 from 11:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m.
Eat-in or Take-out will be available. The Men are in the planning phase of this event, but are looking
for men and women volunteers to help make this event even more successful than last year!
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MARCH EVENTS AND SCHEDULES

INFANT NURSERY

MARCH UPCOMING EVENTS

2 Richard and Andrea Jones

9 Robbie and Kathy Wood

16 Pat Davis and Kelly Nordan
23 Lisa Nelms and Haley Jones
30 Kentand Gwen Walton
TODDLER NURSERY

2

Chris and Kristy Stephenson

9 Joan Littleton and Brenda Dupree
16 Carolyn Stuart and Christina Nelms
23 Beth and Jane Pickens

30 Courtney and Abbey Walton
USHERS

2 Jimmy Stuart and Bob Zattiero

9 David Collier and Johnathan Reed
16 Tony Bryant and Charlie Porter

23 Robbie Wood and Russell Wood
30 Nathan Dry and Atlee Roberts

ACOLYTE/BELL RINGER ¢

2 Justin Wood ~F =

9 Hannah Stephenson (\f‘:i > |
16 Jarrett Cross ! iy )
23 Joseph Phillips \ }!//“ )
30 Abigail Wood el

CHI LDRENG6S CHURCH

—
_—=

2 Darren and Joan Stuart
9 Sam and Wendy Stephenson
16 Mark and Pam Nelms
23 Mary and Emily Langdon
30 Kay Dry and Carolyn Stevenson
CHILDRENG® SERMON AN AN
2 Rev. Jim Davis g)_jg’ 9
9 David Collier (\\l\\/l : @/‘j\
16 Carolyn Stevenson \\ i Q
23 Children’s Choir ag@é\)
30 Wendy Stephenson b
Elder of the Month:
Sanda Lordi

The Prayer List

Sherry Baker, Annie Ruth Barbour, Edward Bernier, Eddie
Blanks, Rachel Burnette, Stacy Byrd, Jeannie Byers, Sheila
Dupree, Romie FEason, Bill Embrey, Ashley Green,
Marshall Grissom, Lacy & Marilyn Johnson, Pauline Jones,
David Kopanski, Blane Little, Amy Marshburn, Carol
Mayben, Julia Nales, Carol Nauquin, Jim Parrish, Victor
Phillips, Peyton Rodgers, Larry Ross, Alice Stephenson,
Jimmy Stephenson, Wayne Stephenson, David Stewart,
David Stowe, Ashton Stuart, Chris Wade, Larry Weatherly,
Amy Williams, and Rosemond and Ann Woodall

2

11
16
16
16
18
20
22
23

23
23

30

N

-

Pioneer Clubs at Youth Group will

meet at 5:00 Up.m. followed by
dinner in the Fe owship Hall

Youth Group meets at 5:00 p.m.

Long-Range Planning Committee meeting at
7:30 p.m. in the Seeker’s Classroom

Stated Session Meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Palm Sunday

Pioneer Clubs and Youth Group at 5:00 p.m.,
followed by dinner in the Fellowship Hall

Men’s Fellowship at 5:00 p.m.

Presbyterian Women Daytime Circle meets at
10:00 a.m., and the Evening Circle meets at 7:30
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

Maundy Thursday Service at 7:30 p.m.

Children’s Easter Celebration from 10:00 a.m.—
12 noon in the Fellowship Hall

Easter Sunrise Service at 7:00 a.m., followed by a
light breakfast in the Fellowship Hall

Easter Sunday

Deadline to give items to DeEtta Wood for the
April newsletter

Coffee and Doughnuts in the Fellowship Hall at
9:45 a.m., followed by Sunday School at 10:00

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
ARAAHappy Bir Ghay

1 Jason Parrish

5 Courtney Walton
6 Alice Stephenson
7 Melvin Langdon
8 Sandra Lordi

Abbey Walton

22 Jarrett Cross
Jack Sherrill

24 Roxann Porter
Stephen Wiley

26 Jackson Parrish

27 Marilyn Johnson

29 Jane Pickens

30 Steve Nordan

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

\L 8 Tom and Nancy Nelms
26 Bob and Carolyn Zattiero
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