PRESBYTERIANS AT THE CROSSROADS

Providence Presbyterian Church
July 2008

From the Pastor’s Study. ..

It is with great anticipation that we begin the month of
July. This month we have so much to be excited about, God
is at work and moving mightily in our church members. We
celebrate the nation’s birthday on the 4% — for the 232nd year
of existence as the United States of America and with all the
summer activities, celebrations, and vacations — we thank our
Lord God for all the wonderful blessings we enjoy in this
country and in our neck of the woods here in and around
McGee’s Crossroads. We have been richly blessed as a church
family with roots going back to the first Sunday school
organized at Piney Grove School by Miss Alice Edmundson.

Perhaps Miss Alice might be pleased with the work,
fellowship, discipleship, and worship unfolding today here at
Providence. Our VBS rolls out at the end of this month,
beginning Sunday evening on the 27% we will again offer a
joytul and action-packed VBS for virtually all ages — Preschool
through Adultl God’s Big Backyard is the title of an exciting
theme of mission and service for the individual Christian as
well as all of God’s people in the church. What an awesome
opportunity to share good food, good fun, good times, and
the good news with all of God’s good people (young and not
so young).

The spirit of God is moving in so many ways in our
church, please look for upcoming projects and various
opportunities to join in and to work for the betterment of our
people and building to better serve and minister to all those
who enter in our doors here at Providence. We are excited
about the upcoming events and projects such as: the
rejuvenation of the children’s Sunday School classrooms this
summer, our Youth Group goes off to Montreat Youth
Conference for the first time, our ongoing Mission Project:
Soldier Outreach, and all the other group activities happening
here at Providence. Please pray for those who are in physical
and spiritual need as identified in our bulletin and join in the
ministries and mission of our church.

In July’s scripture passage, Colossians 1:10-14, the apostle
Paul speaks of each Christian bearing fruit as we grow in the
knowledge of God and the work we do as a community of
believers as well as in our own particular ministry and faith
journey in this world. In this passage Paul reminds us that our
strength comes from our loving and generous God who has
redeemed us through Christ and thereby given us the most
truly awesome gift which enables us to “endure

everything with patience while joyfully giving thanks to
God”. 1 encourage you to re-visit Galatians 5:22-26
and explore the fruit of the spirit in your own life in
light of this month’s Colossians passage.

May our faithful God bless you with the fruit of the
spirit and fill your days with the hope of good news of
Jesus  Christ that you may find “generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” in your own
life and all those you meet and greet. Amen.

Your brother in Christ,

Rev. Jim Davis

FORT FISHER RETREAT

The Church is planning its 3* Annual Retreat to
Fort Fisher, NC for Friday, September 19 through
Sunday, September 21. Anyone who is interested
in going for the whole weekend, one night, or just
for the day should notify Gary and Georgeanna
Phillips by August 1 at 207.0604. The weekend will
be filled with a time of fellowship, boating, the
beach, and relaxation, and the invitation is open to
anyone within the congregation!

July Scripture Passage

"0b . as you bear fruit in every good work and as

you grow in the knowledge of God. "May you be
made strong with all the strength that comes
from his glorious power, and may you be
prepared to endure everything with patience,
while joyfully ™ giving thanks to the Father, who
has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the
saints in the light. ” He has rescued us from the
power of darkness and transferred us into the
kingdom of his beloved Son, "in whom we have
redemption,  the  forgiveness  of  sins.
(Colossians 1:10-14)
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Vacation Bible School

Welcome to God’s Big Backyard! Get ready for an
outdoor adventure that starts in your own backyard and
gets bigger each day as families take the love of Jesus into
their neighborhoods and communities! This backyard
adventure will take place each evening right here at
Providence Presbyterian Church.

In Mark 12:29-31, Jesus tells us that the greatest of all
commandments is to “Yove the Lord your God with all your
beart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your
strength” and to “love your neighbor as yourself.” With this in
mind, the theme for this year’s Vacation Bible School will
focus on SERVICE.....serving family, serving friends,
serving neighbors, serving community, and serving Jesus.
This is an event for all ages to participate. The evening
will begin with a meal for everyone served in the
Fellowship Hall. ~ Then while children and youth
participate in fun, structured activities, the adults are
invited to participate in a Bible Study on Putting Faith to
Work — A Study on James. The adults will also enjoy a time
of music in the Sanctuary led by Brittany Kefauver.

For children, Preschool through 5" Grade, each evening
begins at “Backyard Bash” with music, skits and story-
telling, where kids will be introduced to the theme for the
evening. Then, kids experience other activities of the day
that include “Backyard Bible Club”, where kids will
explore the Bible story in a variety of interactive ways;
“Clothesline Creations”, where kids have fun creating
crafts that are service-oriented; “Backyard Fun &
Games”, where kids have time to move around; and
“Community Corner”, where kids hear stories about
community servants and will get motivated to be
involved in community projects. Finally, kids gather back
to Backyard Bash to review, to be encouraged, and to be
motivated to serve others.

For Middle School and High School Youth, each evening
also begins at “Backyard Bash”, followed by a special
program designed just for them that will include music,
Bible study, and games. Then, they will gather back to
“Backyard Bash” to close out their evening.

Comejointhe funinGodds Bi ¢

Date: July 27 — 31, 2008

Place: Providence Presbyterian Church
14664 NC 210 (at the intersection of Old Fairgronnd Road)
Angier, NC 27501

Time: 6:00 p.m. — 8:45 p.m.

Contact: www.providencepresb.org or 919.894.4063

| JUNE SESSION HIGHLIGHTS |

I The Session held a Stated Session meeting on June 10, 2008.
. The following represents the highlights of that meeting:
I 1 The Session approved the sacrament of
. baptism for Audrey Grace McLamb. |
| { The Session approved recommendation .
. from the Personnel Committee to provide |
| the congregation with a copy of the .
: covenant between Rev. Jim Davis and |
| Providence. :
11 Session approved to provide traditional |
| floral arrangement (from congregation) for a
church member’s deceased spouse that is |
| not a member of Providence. :
- Next Stated Session Meeting: July 8, 2008 I

Our Christian Sympathy is extended to Ann
and Sandy Woodall in their loss of Rosemond o
June 9, 2008.Please keep Ann and Sandy in yoy
prayers.

YOUTH GROUP RETREAT

Providence Presbyterian Church’s Youth Group will
participate in the annual Youth Conference at Montreat
from July 13-19. The Montreat Youth Conference is a
gathering of young people from all over the country for a
week of study, worship and recreation. A typical day at
Youth Conference includes: morning energizers, keynote
and small group meetings where the conference theme is
explored; afternoon recreation activities; and evening
worship and recreation. The Montreat Youth
Conferences are co-sponsored by Montreat Conference
Center and the General Assembly Office of Ministries
with Youth.

The theme this yeat is Throw Open the Doors and centers
on the message that the Bible is full of stories that teach
us that the good news is meant to be shared! God calls
us to reach out and invite others to join us on our journey
of faith and mission in the world. Our youth will
experience an exciting week with many other youth all
over the US as they: explore their identity as children of
God; make, renew, and deepen connections with Jesus
Christ, the church, and others.

What a special opportunity this is for our young
people! Please pray for our youth and advisors as they
travel to the western part of our state to take part in and
experience God’s love and power.
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JULY EVENTS AND SCHEDULES _

INFANT NURSERY

6 Richard and Andrea Jones
13 Robbie and Kathy Wood

20 Kelly Nordan and Pat Davis
27 Lisa Nelms and Haley Jones

TODDLER NURSERY

6 Chris and Kristy Stephenson

13 Joan Littleton and Brenda Dupree
20 Carolyn Stuart and Christina Nelms

27 Beth and Jane Pickens

USHERS

6 Jimmy Stuart and Bob Zattiero

13 David Collier and Johnathan Reed
20 Tony Bryant and Chatlie Porter
27 Robbie Wood and Russell Wood

ACOLYTE/BELL RINGER 4

6 Hannah Stephenson (2\
13 Tim Nooney N\ il
20 Joseph Phillips o & G
27 Justin Wood \/‘ 2 ' 4\}

\/

CHI LDREN' S CHURCH/
6 Robbie and Kathy Wood

13 Carlos and Stephanie Bagley

20 Sam and Wendy Stephenson

27 Darren and Joan Stuart

CHILDRENG SERMON

AN
6 David Collier g)_jg’ 9
13 Carolyn Stevenson (\\l\\/l -
20 Darren Stuart

-/
1 7 '
£

27 Ann Benson

=

Elder of the Month: Mark Nelms

The Prayer List

The families of Jim Parrish and Rosemond Woodall. Also,
Sherry Baker, Annie Ruth Barbour, Edward Bernier, Eddie
Blanks, Jeannie Byers, Sarah Clayton, William Collier,
William Crawford, Bridgette Dunlap, Bill Embrey, Ashley
Green, Lacy and Marilyn Johnson, Andrea Jones, David
Kopanski, Carol Mayben, Wanda Mendenhall, Julia Nales,
Carol Nauquin, Christina Nelms, Jon Nooney, Steve
Nordan, Margaret Osborne, Jennifer Peedin, Peyton
Rodgers, Judy Skroch, Alice Stephenson, Jimmy
Stephenson, Linda Stephenson, David Stewart, David
Stowe, Glenn Stuart, Chris Wade, and Ann Woodall.

JuLy UPCOMING EVENTS

4  Happy 4 of July!
6 Youth Group Meeting at 5:00 p.m.

7  Christian Education Committee meeting at 7:00
p.m.

8 Stated Session Meeting at 7:30 p.m.

10 VBS Meeting at 7:00 p.m. for all
workers/volunteers

13 Youth Retreat to Montreat from July 13-19

20 Deadline to turn items in for the August
newsletter

26 Decorate and Set-up for VBS at 9:00 a.m.
Anyone who is available is invited to come and

help!

Godbés Big

Vacation Bible School
July 27 -31

6:00 p.m. T 8:45p.m.

Backyar

JULY BIRTHDAYS
ARAAHappy Bir Ghay

7 Tom Nelms
Sam Stephenson
8 Ryne Jones
Samuel Stephenson
10 Christy Cross
12 David Nelms
14 Carolyn Zattiero
15 Dawn Riggleman
Kent Walton
16 Mary Langdon
17 Atlee Roberts
19 Kimberly Byrd
20 Maddox Strader
23 Cindy Parrish
28 Jenna Riggleman
29 Heather Reed
30 Kendall Nelms

Al JULY ANNIVERSARIES

\L
17 Jim and Lisa Ingram
31 Charlie and Roxann Porter
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