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PRESBYTERIANS AT THE CROSSROADS 
Providence Presbyterian Church 

January 2008 

From the Pastor’s Study… 
 
     January marks the beginning of a new year and a new 
chapter in the life of the people here at Providence 
Presbyterian Church.  It is only fitting to begin a new year 
with…a new pastor, new session members, a new website, 
and new members!  There will be other new things as well, 
such as: images, sounds, faces, places, and voices that the 
New Year will bring.  I encourage everyone to be involved in 
the church where your passions reside, for God wants our 
best – our first fruits – when we come together to worship, 
fellowship, study, laugh, cry, and celebrate our awesome and 
gracious God. 
     There are so many things God is doing here in our church 
– our worship service, our music program, our children’s 
ministry, our youth ministry, the fellowship, the local 
outreach programs, and so many more.  The new year brings 
with it new opportunities to come together and seek to 
discover how God’s love and power can work in and 
through us in various new and exciting ways in the church.  I 
urge everyone to seek out areas in the life and mission of the 
church where you are both 1) being fed and 2) are feeding 
others, this is the basic idea of discipleship.  You will hear me 
talk about this subject much more in the coming weeks and 
months – for the discipleship model is the example Christ 
gives us.  It is important to all of us, because discipleship 
ensures everyone is being fed and nurtured.   

continued on page 2 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN UPDATE 
 
     On Saturday, January 5 at 9:00 a.m., the Presbyterian 
Women will take down the Advent and Christmas 
decorations in the church. Everyone that is able is asked to 
come and help.   
     On Tuesday, January 15 the Presbyterian Women will 
resume their monthly meetings, with the Daytime Circle 
meeting at 10:00 a.m., and the Evening Circle meeting at 7:30 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  The Presbyterian Women invite 
all women within our congregation to come and be part. The 
meetings consist of a short business meeting, Bible study, 
refreshments, and fellowship.  The meetings usually last about 
1 hour.  The Presbyterian Women are a vital part of our 
church, with their mission and outreach projects.  If you have 
any questions regarding the Presbyterian Women, please 
contact Roxann Porter at 639.9264. 
     Also, from December 1 – January 5, the Presbyterian 
Women will be collecting items for School Kits and Medicine 
Kits as their Christmas Mission Project.  These kits will be 
sent to Church World Services to help children in 
impoverished schools and refugee camps.  Please help the 
Presbyterian Women collect these items by taking a 

WEBSITE INFORMATION 
 
     Want to start the New Year with a 
different resolution?  How about a 
resolution to read the Bible from Genesis 
to Revelation in 2008?  The website for our 

church will have a monthly calendar that has a passage from 
the Bible for you to read each day.  You can use your Bible 
to read them or you can choose to click on each passage 
highlighted online and it will direct you to an online version 
of that passage from the New Revised Standard version.  At 
the end of 2008 you will have read the Bible from 
beginning to end.  The monthly calendar can be found at 
www.providencepresb.org/bible.htm.  Thanks to Dave 
Nelms for his hard work in making this change and many 
other new and exciting changes to our website.   

Pioneer Clubs and Youth Group 
 
     On Sunday, January 6 at 5:00 
p.m. Pioneer Clubs will resume their 
meetings.  All children Preschool 
through 5th grade are invited to come and be a part of this 
great program!  At each meeting, children take part in 
crafts, activities, Bible lessons, and music.  The meetings 
last until 6:30 p.m., when all children and their parents are 
invited to dinner in the Fellowship Hall.  If you have 
questions regarding Pioneer Clubs, please contact 
Georgeanna Phillips at 207.0604 
     On this same day at 5:30 p.m. the Youth Group will 
resume their meetings.  The Youth Group is for all youth 
in 6th – 12th grade.  The Youth Group meetings also 
consist of Bible lessons and activities, but the Youth also 
take part in other fun outings and mission projects.  The 
Youth Group and their parents are also invited to dinner in 
the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m.  If you have questions 
regarding the Youth Group, please contact Mary Langdon 
at 894.4658. 

Men’s Fellowship News 

 

     On Sunday, January 27 at 7:30 
a.m. the Men’s Fellowship will get 
together for a light breakfast in the 
Fellowship Hall.  All men are invited to 
come and participate.  If you have 
questions regarding Men’s Fellowship, 
please contact Kent Walton at 772.8881. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO….. 
     Abigail Wood who won several 

awards during the Hunter/Jumper Horse 

Show at Triple Creek Farm on Saturday, 

February 17.  In the Maiden Division,  

DECEMBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
     The Session held a Stated Session meeting on December 4, 2007.  The following represents the highlights 
of that meeting:   
•  Rev. Davis is working in conjunction with Dave Nelms to upgrade the church’s website.  The upgrades 
being considered are new graphics, which depict church life at Providence, events calendar, and generally 
making the site more user friendly.     
•  Discussion was brought forth regarding the development of a policy manual which would cover the 
spectrum of church life (i.e., worship, weddings, funerals, church property, committee description and 
responsibilities, etc.).     
• Next Stated Session Meeting:  January 8, 2007, 7:30 p.m. at the church.  

SANCTUARY FLOWERS  
     A new sign-up sheet for placing flowers 
in the church in 2008 has been placed on the 
bulletin board behind the sanctuary. If you 
would like to place flowers in the church in 

honor or memory of someone, please reserve your date 
now by placing your information on the calendar.  Once 
you have reserved your date, please notify Beth Pickens 
at bpickens@nc.rr.com or 639.5318.   

CONGRATULATIONS TO….. 
   
     Ashton Stuart who on December 9 competed in the 
2007 Level 4 North Carolina State Gymnastics 
Championships.  Ashton became State Champion for 

her age group by taking 1st place on bars, beam, floor, 
vault, and All Around with an All Around score of 38.0 
out of a possible 40.   

continued from page 1 
     Here at Providence, there is an excitement in the air.  
Many have expressed a joyful anticipation of what God has 
in store for us in the coming days, weeks, and months.  I 
also share in the hopeful expressions of joy and 
enthusiasm over the possibilities of what course our Lord 
God has planned out for us.  I believe that our Lord God 
has an awesome plan for us at Providence Presbyterian 
Church and I encourage all to keep the future of our 
church in your prayers, as we discern God’s will together.   
     I leave you with a verse from this month’s scripture 
passage:  “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God.” 

Your Brother in Christ,  
Rev. Jim Davis 

January Scripture Passage 

 
     3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they will be comforted.  5 Blessed are the meek, for 
they will inherit the earth.  6 Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.  7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive 
mercy.  8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see 
God.  9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God.  10 Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  11 Blessed are you when people 
revile you and persecute you and utter all, kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account.  12 Rejoice and be 
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.  (Matthew 5:3-12) 
 

Providence Presbyterian Church 

Mission Statement 

 

We believe God’s mission for Providence 

Presbyterian Church is: 

   To make new disciples by sharing the 

gospel through our words and actions,  

   To nurture existing Christians into a mature 

faith by worship, fellowship, and Christian 

education,  

   To serve God by worshipping Him through 

Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit,  

   And to serve our neighbor as Jesus taught 

us. 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

♫♫♫ Happy Birthday to… ♫♫♫ 
 
 7  Adam Ingram 
  Shelton Langdon 
  Wendy Stephenson 
 12  Joy Jones  
 14   Georgeanna Phillips  

16  Nathan Ingram 
 Melinda Kendall 

 18  Joey Porter 
  Carolyn Stevenson 
 19  Justin Wood 
 20  Billy Barnhill 
 21  Chris Stephenson 
 23  Sallie Johnson 
 26  Laura Langdon 
  Kathy Wood 
  
   
  
   

JANUARY EVENTS AND SCHEDULES 

INFANT NURSERY 
6 Kent and Gwen Walton  
13 Mark and Pam Nelms 
20 Carlos and Stephanie Bagley  
27    Beth and Jane Pickens  

  

  

 

 

 

TODDLER NURSERY 
6  Courtney and Abbey Walton 
13 Melinda Kendall and Kendall Nelms 
23  Lauren Langdon and Jeffrey Wood  
27  Darren and Joan Stuart  

USHERS 
6 Dick Embrey and Russell Wood 
13 Nathan Dry and Heath White 
20  Ronnie Creech and Don Dupree 
27  Hamilton Greene and John Kopanski 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

6  Darren Stuart  
13    Ann Benson 
20  Mark Nelms 
 
CHURCH CLOSING 

Elaine Wood 

ACOLYTE/BELL RINGER 

6  Joseph Phillips  
13 Abigail Wood 
20  Daniel Stephenson 
27  Hannah Stephenson  
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

6 David and Pam Collier 
13 John and Beth Pickens 
20  Randy and Ann Benson 
27  Heath and Heather White  
 

 

 

  

  
 

 

JANUARY UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

5 Presbyterian Women to take down 
Advent and Christmas decorations 
at 9:00 a.m. 

6  Ordination and Installation Service during 
Worship at 11:00 a.m. for the Elders of the Class 
of 2010. 

6  Pioneer Clubs at 5:00 p.m., Youth Group at 5:30 
p.m., followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m.   

8 Stated Session Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
15 Presbyterian Women Daytime Circle meets at 

10:00 a.m., and the Evening Circle meets at 7:30 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

20 Pioneer Clubs at 5:00 p.m., Youth Group at 5:30 
p.m., followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

20 Deadline to give items to DeEtta Wood for the 
February newsletter 

27 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at 7:30 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall 

 
     
   

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

3 Carlos and Stephanie Bagley 
11 Atlee and Linda Roberts 
 

The Prayer List 
Jeff Anderson, Elaine Andrews, Rachel Burnette, 
Josephine Byrd, Stacy Byrd, Carol Clifton, Sheila 
Dupree, Bill Embrey, Valerie Ennis, Tim Hudson, 
Sheila Ivey, Chris Johnson, Lacy and Marilyn 
Johnson, David Kopanski, Carolyn Lewis, Joan 
Littleton, Carol Mayben, Carol Nauquin, Jim Parrish, 
Jenny Parsons, Victor Phillips, Jonathan Pourron, 
Peyton Rodgers, Larry Ross, Alan Sanders, Alice 
Stephenson, Jimmy Stephenson, Paul Stephenson, 
David Stewart, David Stowe, Chris Wade, Christine 
Wallace, Victoria Whitman, and Rosemond and Ann 
Woodall.   
 


