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   MISSION STATEMENT 
 

     In the past, the Providence Presbyterian Church 
Mission Statement has been printed on the back of 
our Sunday morning bulletin.  The Session has 
requested that it be moved to the front of our 
bulletin as a reminder to our congregation of what 
our purpose is.  The Mission Statement is provided 
below.  Please read it thoughtfully and pray about 
how God can work through you to fulfill our mission 
as a church.   
 

We believe God’s mission for  
Providence Presbyterian Church is: 

   To make new disciples by sharing the gospel 
through our words and actions,  
   To nurture existing Christians into a mature faith 
by worship, fellowship and Christian education,  
   To serve God by worshiping Him through Jesus 
Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
   And to serve our neighbor as Jesus taught us. 
 

 

PRESBYTERIANS AT THE CROSSROADS 
Providence Presbyterian Church 

May 2007 

MAY SCRIPTURE VERSE 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue 

to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in 

the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 

thanksgiving.   

Colossians 2:6-7 

NEWS FROM THE YOUTH 
 

     The Youth Group at 
Providence has had an exciting 

spring!  Thanks to everyone who supported us during 
our Car Wash on April 28.  In May we will be finishing 
up our regular meetings and Bible studies and we will 
start back sometime in September.  Our next meeting is 
May 6.  All parents of youth going on the retreat to 
Busch Gardens are asked to meet in the manse from 
5:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. to discuss plans for the trip.  After 
our meeting, we will have a Bible study and then join 
the Pioneer Clubs members for food and celebration.   
     On May 18 we will be packing up and heading out for 
the Youth Retreat to Busch Gardens.   We plan on 
arriving to Chesapeake, VA Friday night and have a late 
night Bible study before lights out.  Then the next 
morning we will have a good breakfast and off to Busch 
Gardens for the day.  We will be returning late Saturday 
night.   
     Please keep all the youth and adults in your prayers 
as they travel.  The youth will not meeting on May 20.  
The youth would like to thank the congregation for their 
support this year!   

Just these wordséé 

     “Since then, you have been raised with Christ, set 
your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at 
the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things.  For you died, and your 
life is now hidden with Christ in God.”  Colossians 3:3-
4 (NIV) 
     In my weekday work, people in our firm like to talk 
about “getting the right mindset” for the day.  The 
Apostle Paul interestingly urges the Colossian 
Christians to have the right mindset and heart-set for 
every day.  In these short sentences, Paul essentially 
repeats himself.  “Set your hearts/minds on things 
above.”  What’s striking to me, however, is the reason 
for his advice about looking upward, heavenward, if 
you will:  Since, then, you have been raised with 
Christ…[look up to] where Christ is seated at the right 
hand of God.”   
     This is an outlook on life that challenges our daily 
direction.  When we look at “earthly things” we find 
ourselves drawn into the minutiae of day-to-day life.  
When we look heavenward, we’re actually seeking 
Christ, the Lord of all creation who right at this 
moment sits beside the Father not only to reign but, as 
elsewhere declared in Scripture, to pray for us. 
     I find that when I set my mind on Christ, on his 
resurrection, and determine to live my life in a 
heavenward direction, the everyday worries and 
challenges fall into the lower priority.  Meantime, 
because my heart belongs to him, I am able to bring 
before Christ in prayer those concerns which 
otherwise can dog my life with their worries and 
challenges.  This is a treasure we have through the 
risen Lord Jesus Christ.  Look up, then live that way! 

Your friend in Christ, 
Clyde Wiley 
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CONGRATULATIONS TOé.. 
     Abigail Wood who won several 

awards during the Hunter/Jumper Horse 

Show at Triple Creek Farm on Saturday, 

February 17.  In the Maiden Division,  

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 
 
     Our Christian Sympathy is 
extended to: 
the family of Mary Lee Stephenson 

THOUGHTS FROM THE WORSHIP 

COMMITTEEéé 

       

     During the Worship Service on 

Sunday, May 27 we will remember 

the first Pentecost:  

SENIOR CITIZENôS 

LUNCHEON 

 

     All Senior Citizens within 

our congregation and 

community are invited to a 

MENôS SOFTBALL 
 

     The Providence Men continue their 

2007 Softball season, playing at 

Creech Road Park in Garner.  There 

will be a tournament following the regular season, but 

the schedule for the remainder of the regular season is 

provided below:   

May 1 at 7:30 against Garner Advent Christian 

May 3 at 9:30 against Church of Nazarene 

May 8 at 8:30 against Garner Advent Christian 

May 10 at 9:30 against Highlands Baptist 

May 15 at 6:30 against Midway Baptist 

May 17 at 6:30 against Garner Methodist  

     If you have questions regarding the Menôs Softball 

team, please contact Robbie Wood.   

 

who passed away on April 9, 2007.  Mrs. Mary was 
a faithful member of Providence, with a kind and 
gentle spirit for all whom she came in contact 
with.  Our congregation was blessed to have her as 
a part of our church family.  Please continue to 
pray for her family as they deal with their loss.  
     the family of Janice Phillips, sister to Gary 
Phillips, who passed away on April 22, 2007.   
       
        

     Peter said, ñRepent and be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you shall 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is to you 

and to your children and to all that are afar off, everyone 

whom the Lord our God calls.ò  Acts 2:38-39.            

     It is our prayer that all who hear the Word of God will 

repent and be baptized as those first 3,000 did on that 

Pentecost Day.   
 

3rd ANNUAL MEN’S FISH FRY 
 

     The 3rd Annual Men’s Fish Fry will be held on 
Friday, May 18 from 11:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Plates will 
include fried fish, boiled potatoes, green beans, 
hushpuppies, drink and dessert.  Cost will be $7.00 
per plate.  Eat-in or Take-out is available.  If you would 
like to purchase tickets, or would like a group of 
tickets to sell, please contact Jeffrey Wood.  If you are 
interested in helping in any way with this event, 
please contact Nathan Dry.   Please plan to be a part of 
this exciting time of fellowship!   

Senior Citizens Luncheon on Tuesday, June 5 at 

12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall.  A delicious 

meal, devotion, birthday recognition, gifts, and 

entertainment are being coordinated by our 

Presbyterian Women.  Please plan to enjoy this 

special time together and bring a friend!  If you have 

questions regarding this luncheon, please contact 

Kay Dry or Carolyn Stevenson.   

EAGLE SCOUT CEREMONY 
     On Sunday, April 15 four 
members of Boy Scout Troop 210 
received the highest merit of honor 
within the Boy Scouts, Eagle Scout.  
These four boys have worked hard 
to achieve this honor.  Those 
receiving the award and their service projects are 
highlighted below: 
• Chris Hodges, Fishing Pier at Howell Woods 
• Evan Knight, Walking Trail at Howell Woods 
• Cliff Nichols, Picnic Shelter at a Church 
• Stewart Pickens, Landscaping/Erosion Control at West 
Johnston High School  
     Scout Masters, Marc Nichols and John Pickens, have 
dedicated many hours to this troop, these boys and their 
projects.  Thanks to them for all of their hard work!   
May these young men continue to be successful as they 
look to their futures.   

CONGRATULATIONS TO…… 
     Stephen Nordan who was named MVP of the 
Carolinas Virginia Athletics Conference (CVAC) and 
First String All Conference.  Stephen plays for Mt. Olive 
College, who won the regular season and CVAC 
tournament.   
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IN THE WORLD,  
BUT NOT OF THE WORLD? 

 

     Romans 8:1 tells us “There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit”….  Verse 5, 
“for they that are after the flesh do mind the things of 
the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of 
the Spirit.”   
     As disciples of Christ and armed with the best of 
intentions, this can be difficult to do.  How easy is it to 
fall into a pattern of “drifting” – our Bibles get dusty, 
prayer life weakens, church attendance drops.   
     Our source of strength, courage and hope has always 
been our Savior.  As we surrender to the Holy Spirit, we 
draw closer to Him.  Our time, our resources and our 
talents become His and to be used in a way to bring 
glory to His name.   
     Spring is a time of renewal and new growth.  It can be 
a time of shifting the focus from “me” to Him.  Personal 
revival occurs at the foot of the cross with repentance, 
restoration, and renewed commitment to the Holy 
Spirit.   

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN UPDATE 
 
     If you are a woman in the Providence congregation, 
please plan to be a part of the Presbyterian Women 
organization at their upcoming meeting on May 15 at 
7:30 p.m.  The Daytime and Evening Circle will meet 
for their Installation of Officers and to celebrate the 
Presbyterian Women Birthday Program.   This will be 
a special program including music, Bible study, 
refreshments, and fellowship.   
     Some other important events on the Presbyterian 
Women calendar are the Coordinating Team meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. on May 8, the Recognition of Mothers 
during Worship on Sunday, May 13 at 11:00 a.m., the 
Senior Citizens Luncheon on Tuesday, June 5 at 12:00 
noon in the Fellowship Hall, and the Presbyterian 
Women Synod Summer Gathering in Massanetta 
Springs, VA  June 14-17.     
     The Presbyterian Women will not hold their 
monthly meetings during the months of June, July and 
August, but ask that each woman find a mission 
project during these months to reach out and help 
others within our congregation and community.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
2007 

 
     Yes, it is that time of the year again!  Plans are already being made for 
Vacation Bible School 2007 at Providence Presbyterian Church.   Highlights 
of this year’s VBS are outlined below:   
• August 5-9; 6:00 p.m. – 8:45 p.m. 
• Dinner served each night at 6:00 p.m. 
• Sing & Play Stampede 
• Wild Bible Adventures 
• Horseplay Games 
• Cowpoke Crafts & Missions 
• Chadders Wild West Theater  
• Showtime Round-up 
• Special Program & Guest Speakers for 6th-12th grade 
• Adult Bible Study 
     More information will be provided soon on how you can help with VBS 
and how to register your children, grandchildren, friends and neighbors! 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS  
 

ǇǇǇ Happy Birthday toé ǇǇǇ 
 

 2  Joe Tart  

 4 Annie Lewis  

 6  Shepherd Byrd 

 7 Caleb Dry 

  Bernard Parsons 

 12  Kelly Nordan  

 22  Lynette Parrish 

 24  Heather Langdon 

 26 Christina Nelms 

  Ryan Nelms 

 28  Ronnie Creech 

  Heather White 

  

  

MAY EVENTS AND SCHED ULES 

INFANT NURSERY 
 

6 Lisa Nelms and Beth Pickens  
13  Mary Langdon and Elaine Wood 

20    Kent and Gwen Walton 

27 Heath and Heather White  

 

 

 

TODDLER NURSERY 
 

6 Brenda Dupree and Jane Pickens 

13 Joan Littleton and Emily Langdon 

20 Kay Dry and Courtney Walton 

27  Lauren Langdon and Carolyn Stevenson 

  

 

 

 

USHERS 
 

6 Tony Bryant and Darren Stuart 

13 John Pickens and Jimmy Stuart 

20 David Collier and Will Walls 

27  Jason Parrish and Jeffrey Wood 

  

 

CHILDREN õS SERMON  
 

6  Daren Stuart 

13 Kay Dry 

20 David Collier  

 

 

ACOLYTE/BELL RINGER 
 

6 Justin Wood 

13 Lauren Collier  

20  Joseph Phillips  

27  Haley Jones 

 

CHILDRENôS CHURCH 
 

6  Bob and Jenni Dry  

13 David and Pam Collier  

20  Nancy Nelms and Kendall Nelms 

27  Chris and Kristy Stephenson  

  
 

 

MAY UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

2  National Day of Prayer begins at 

6:00 p.m., and continues through 
6:00 p.m. on May 3 

6    Pioneer Clubs Year-End Celebration from 5:00 

p.m. ï 7:00 p.m. 

7     Worship Committee Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

8  Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team meeting 

at 6:30 p.m.  

13 Motherôs Day Recognition during Worship at 

11:00 a.m.  

14    Stated Session Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

15   Presbyterian Women Joint Circle meeting at      

       7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall  

18   Menôs Fish Fry from 11:00 a.m. ï 8:00 p.m. 

18 Youth Group Retreat to Busch Gardens, 

returning on May 19   

27   Pentecost Sunday  

27   Menôs Fellowship Breakfast at 7:30 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Breakfast provided by Randy 

Benson and Jimmy Stuart 

20  Deadline to give items to DeEtta Wood for the 

June newsletter 

Prayer List 

 

The families of Janice Phillips and Mary Stephenson.  
Also, Jeff Anderson, Elaine Andrews, Velma Bost, Worth 
Bowman, Josephine Byrd, Stacy Byrd, Carol Clifton, Kim 
Creech, Vera Critcher, Pauline Cross, Lovie Dorman, 
Gene Glasgow, Larry Harris, Mary Hart, Sheila Ivey, 
Vernon Jackson, Chris Johnson, Lacy and Marilyn 
Johnson, Emily Koltonski, David Kopanski, Tim Lang, 
Betty Lou Lee, Carolyn Lewis, Lolita Matthews, Carol 
Mayben, Olivia Mullis,  John O’Connell, Jim Parrish, 
Jenny Parsons, Virginia Pickens, Mike Sanchez, Ella 
Sherrill, Harry and Betty Smith, Alice Stephenson, 
Suzanne Underwood, and Jay Weathers.   
 
 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES  
 

3      Wayne and Laura Langdon 

5      Bil and Silvija Dry   

13    Jimmy and Carolyn Stuart 

14    Sam and Wendy Stephenson  

19    Wade and Carolyn Johnson  

25    Mark and Pam Nelms   


