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WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO GIVE UP FOR LENT?

That age old question seems to haunt us each year
as Lent approaches. Although it isn’t popular as New
Year’s resolutions, it has almost taken on the form of an
opportunity to renew those things we promised to do
back at the first of January. If we haven’t managed to
keep those early year commitments, we can try again.
We can vow to give up chocolate, take up exercise, eat
better, etc.

But such an approach doesn’t make the season of
Lent have the kind of meaning that the Scriptures tell
us that God desires. Throughout the weeks of Lent, we
will be using Psalm 51 in each of our worship services.
We will hear the Psalm in different ways as we seek to
listen for the word of God - to really hear what He is
saying when He tells us that it is the sacrifice of our
hearts that pleases Him most.

Isaiah reminds us of what a real fast for the Lord
looks like: The Lord says,

58:1 Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice
like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion,
to the house of Jacob their sins.

58:2 Day after day they seek me and delight to know
my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced
righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of
their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they
delight to draw near to God.

58:3 [They ask] “Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look,
you serve your own interest on your fast day, and
oppress all your workers.

58:4 Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to
strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.

58:5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble
oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and
to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a
day acceptable to the LORD?

58:6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the
bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let
the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?

58:7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and
Continued on page 2

MARCH SCRIPTURE VERSE
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding.
Proverbs 3:5

PSALM 51:1-17
Our Lenten Psalm

51:1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your
steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out
my transgression.

51:2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse
me from my sin.

51:3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever
before me.

51:4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done
what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your
sentence and blameless when you pass judgment.

51:5 Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother
conceived me.

51:6 You desire truth in the inward being; therefore
teach me wisdom in my secret heart.

51:7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash
me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

51:8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you
have crushed rejoice.

51:9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my
iniquities.

51:10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new
and right spirit within me.

51:11 Do not cast me away from your presence, and do
not take your holy spirit from me.

51:12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain
in me a willing spirit.

51:13 Then [ will teach transgressors your ways, and
sinners will return to you.

51:14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my
salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your
deliverance.

51:15 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare
your praise.

51:16 For you have no delight in sacrifice; if | were to
give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased.

51:17 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;

and broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not
dSGRIPTURES FOR MARCH

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE

March 4 Luke 13:31-35
March 11  Luke 13:1-9
March 18  Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
March 25 John 12:1-8
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Continued from Page 1
58:8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and
your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall
go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear
guard.
58:9 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you
shall cry for help, and He will say, Here 1 am. If you
remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the
finger, the speaking of evil,
58:10 If you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the
needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the
darkness, and your gloom be like the noonday.
58:11 The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy
your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of
water, whose waters never fail.
58:12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise
up the foundations of many generations; you shall be
called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of the streets
to live in.

The Word of the LORD calls each of us individually
and as a community to be the ones who are the repairers of
the breach — what sacrifices is God calling you to today
that will help heal the pain of this world?

CONGRATULATI ONS T«

Abigail Wood who won several
awards during the Hunter/Jumper Horse
Show at Triple Creek Farm in Benson on
February 17. In the Maiden Division, Abigail place in
Maiden Walk/Trot/Canter and 1% in Maiden Ground Poles.
In the Academy Division, Abigail placed Grand Champion
of Division, 2" in Walk/Trot, 3" in Walk/Trot/Canter, and
1% in Jump. She was also 2006 Academy Division Series
Champion. Way to go, Abigail!

GIRL SCOUT PROJECT

Lauren Collier is one of our Girl Scouts and she is
conducting a Coat Drive project to earn her Silver
Award in Girl Scouts. She will have a box marked
“Coat Drive” |l ocated
people to place their donated coats. Donations of all
sizes, new and gently-used coats will be accepted. If
donating used coats, please make sure they are clean
and in wearable condition. The donations will be
given to a local ministry to help needy families in our
area. For more information about this Coat Drive,
please contact Lauren Collier at 894-2785. Also, for
anyone who purchased Girl Scout cookies from
Lauren, she will deliver those on Sunday, March 4 at
church and Pioneer Cliihs.

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers for Peyton
Rodgers. She has returned to school this month and
is progressing nicely. The tumor was benign and she
continues to improve and have her regular activities
added to her daily schedule. God Bless You All!
Pevton and Familv (Andrea lones’ niece)

EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT

Empowered by the Spirit is a Christian Life Conference
which will be held at Montreat Conference Center from
Saturday, June 30 — Tuesday, July 3.

Thie conference features speakers John and Nancy Ortberg
and Alice Peterson, and will also include Music, Youth Ministry,
Children’s Ministry, and Ch
Igniting the Men in Your Church; Parenting Children &
Adolescents; Spirit-Filled Worship; Enriching Your Marriage;
Through the Bible in 45 minutes; Developing a Christian World-
view; and Preshyterian Global Fellowship as topics.

Each day will allow for free afternoons to enjoy paddle-
boating, fishing, rock-hopping, golf in Black Mountain, or just
relaxing!

Adult Registration is $95 if registering prior to May 31.
There are also registration fee discounts for youth, graduate
students, and seminarians For more information regarding this
conference, you can contact Sarah Hill at clc@pfrenewal.org or
770.577.2458.

PROVIDENCE YOUTH GROUP

The youth at Providence have many things to look forward to in
the month of March. On Friday, March 23 the youth will host a
Spaghetti Dinner from 5:00 p.m. —8:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Plates will cost $6.00 per person and will include spaghetti, salad,
bread and a beverage. Tickets will be sold by the Youth Group.
The proceeds will go toward the cost of a Youth Retreat and a
Scholarship Fund for Camp Albemarle. If you are an adult and
would like to volunteer alongside a youth, please speak with Bob
Dry or Mary Langdon.

The following day, Saturday, March 24, the youth will be
volunteering at Basic Needs Ministry (BNM) from 11:00 a.m. 2:00
p.m. The Providence Youth Group will be partnering with the
youth group from White Memorial Presbyterian Church for this
mission activity. The youth will help BNM with cleaning, sorting
and restocking items for the community. Youth are asked to meet at
the church at 10:30 am that morning.

The youth meetings for the month of March will be on the 4th
and the 18th at 5:30 p.m. and dinner will follow at 6:30 p.m.

THOUGHTS FROM THE WORSHIP
COMMI TTEEéE€

Lent is a special time of the year, given to us for
spiritual discipline as we prepare to celebrate the death
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. As we look

inward, it is an opportunity to strengthen our resolve to
reflect His glory and to use each experience to exalt Him.

Our minister has prepared sermons this month to help
us in this journey. May our hope and trust in Him grow
stronger with each passing day!
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MARCH EVENTS AND SCHEDULES

INFANT NURSERY

4 Heath and Heather White

11 Cindy Parrish and Amy Reed

18 Andrea Jones and Kristy Stephenson
25 Bob and Jenni Dry

TODDLER NURSERY
4 Lauren Langdon and Carolyn Stevenson
11 Jason Parrish and Johnathan Reed
18 Richard Jones and Chris Stephenson
25 Kim Schmidt and Christina Nelms
USHERS
4 Lisa Nelms and Pam Nelms
11 Nell Franke and Carolyn Stevenson
18 Mary Langdon and Beth Pickens
25 Sandy Kopanski and Elaine Wood
ACOLYTE/BELL RINGER ﬁ
S
4 Lauren Collier (57|l &2
=/ i
11 Justin Wood a. YIBY
18 Joseph Phillips \ 1\ " J‘;’}
A
25 Haley Jones / _ A\ f,) \

CHI LDREN6S CHURCH

4 Robbie and Kathy Wood
11 Ashley and Crissy Porter
18 Heath and Heather White
25 Mary and Emily Langdon

CHILDRENG SERMON

4 Ann Benson
11 Mark Nelms
18 Carolyn Stevenson

Jeff Anderson, Richie Andrews, Marty Bevin
Worth Bowman, Josephine Byrd, Stacy Byrg
Carol Clifton, Helen Coates, Kim Creech, Ld
Dorman, Essie Fisher, Gene Glasgow, Larry
Harris, Mary Hart, Sheila Ivey, Vernon Jacks
Chris Johnson, La@and Marilyn Johnson, Tim
Lang, Betty Lou Lee, Carolyn Lewis, Carol
Mayben, Lewis McLamb, Julia Nales, John
O6Connell, Jenny Par
Sanchez, Ella Sherrill, Harry and Betty Smit
Alice Stephenson, Mary Stephenson, Suzar
Underwood, rrd Ray Williford.

MARCH UPCOMING EVENTS

4 PNC Committee meeting at 3:30

.m.

4 FI;ioneer Clubs at 5:00 p.m. and Youth Group at
5:30 p.m.

5 Long-Range Planning Committee meeting at
7:00 p.m.

13 Presbyterian Women
meeting at 6:30 p.m.

13 Stated Session Meeting at 7:30 p.m.

18 Pioneer Clubs at 5:00 p.m. and Youth Group at
5:30 p.m.

20 Presbyterian Women Daytime Circle at 10:00
a.m. and the Evening Circle at 7:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall

23 Youth Spaghetti Supper Fundraiser in the
Fellowship Hall from 5:00 p.m. —8:00 p.m.

24 Presbyterian Wo me n
Albemarle through March 25

25 Men' s Fell owship Bre
Fellowship Hall. Nathan Dry and Dick Embrey
to provide breakfast

25 Deadline to give items to DeEtta Wood for the
March newsletter

Coordinating Team

E - —

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

AnMHappy Birnhday

1 Jason Parrish

2 Rich Somogyi

5 Courtney Walton

6 Alice Stephenson

7 Melvin Langdon

8 Sandra Lordi

17 Meghan Dees

20 Abbey Walton

21 Hervey Wagner

22 Jack Sherrill

24 Roxann Porter
Stephen Wiley

26 Jackson Parrish

27 Marilyn Johnson

29 Jane Pickens

Danielle Stephenson
30 Steve Nordan J

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES \L

9 Tom and Nancy Nelms
26 Bob and Carolyn Zattiero
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