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PASTORôS PARAGRAPH  
 

     It is hard to believe that it is already February!  The 

month of love!  The month ofé.well, what else goes on in 

February?  Letôs see, there is Presidentsô Dayéand thereôs 

Gee, as far as months go, not a lot seems to happen in 

February. 

     February isnôt the start of spring.  It is still winter.  The 

days are a little longer, but mostly still too cold (usually!) 

for outdoor work.  There arenôt any major events.  Nothing 

much seems to be happening. 

     But the farmers in our community know how important  

this month is for the ground.  Much of the land is in an 

ñinterimò state.  The summer and fall crops have been 

gathered and the spring plantings are being planned.  

During this time, though, the ground just seems to be lying 

there, waiting for something important to happen.   

     But that isnôt what is happening.  In ways that are 

somewhat miraculous, the ground is getting ready.  It is 

renewing itself.  It is gathering its resources for the months 

to come.  Our church is still in our interim period.  We are 

still in the process of getting ready.   

 

 

     Those implications sometimes seem obvious ï if we 

decide to buy a new house, then we will have house 

payments.  But sometimes the implications are more subtle 

ï what will a new house do to the family dynamics?  How 

will buying that house affect friendships that we have, the 

social activities we attend, the schools our children go to? 
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SCRIPTURES FOR FEBRUARY 
 

SUNDAY  SCRIPTURE  
February 4 Isaiah 6:1-8 & Luke 5:1-11 

February 11 Jeremiah 17:5-10 & Luke 6:17-26 

February 18 Luke 9:28-43 

February 25 Romans 10:8-13 

 

 

WHAT IS ASH WEDNESDAY?  

IS IT REALLY PRESBYTERIAN?  
  

     Although Ash Wednesday has not been very important 

for many Presbyterians until recent decades, itôs as 

ñPresbyterianò as repentance, confession and pardon.  

Presbyterians and others have begun to recover Ash 

Wednesday in recent years, discovering in it powerful 

symbols that have helped to lead us into the spiritual 

disciplines of Lent.  Traditionally the palms that we 

waved on Palm Sunday are burned to ashes and brought 

out for us to use on Ash Wednesday.  On that day, a 

minister, elder, or other marks our foreheads with a cross-

shaped sign, saying, ñYou are dust, and to dust you shall 

return,ò from Genesis 3:19.  The ashes remind us of our 

mortality, the brevity of life, and our need for confession 

and pardon.  At the same time, because the sign is cross-

shaped, itôs meant to remind us of our baptism.  We who 

have died to Christ will be raised with him.  So the 

ultimate point of Ash Wednesday is to face up to some 

hard realities, buoyed by our confident hope in the One 

who raised Jesus from the dead and who will have the last 

word over our lives, too.   

      This year, to recognize Ash Wednesday, we will have 

two services, one at 12:00 noon and the other at 6:30 

p.m., on Wednesday, February 21 in the Sanctuary.  

Please mark your calendars to attend one of these services 

in preparation for the Lenten season.   

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

SPIRITUAL RETREAT  
 

     Traditionally Lent is thought of as the Season to give 

up things we enjoy.  Another way to observe the Lenten 

Season is to add a spiritual dimension.  Come to the 

Annual Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of New 

Hope Spiritual Retreat on March 24 and 25 at Camp 

Albemarle and explore the Season of Lent with your 

Presbyterian Women sisters.  This retreat will consist of 

a weekend of spiritual reflection, food, fellowship and 

FUN, led by Rev. Lori Pistor!  The retreat begins with 

registration at 11:00 a.m. on March 24 and ends with 

Worship at 10:00 a.m. on March 25.  The cost per 

person is $40.00.  Anyone with questions, should 

contact Kay Dry or Carolyn Stevenson.  

     The Providence Presbyterian Women Circles will 

hold their regular monthly meetings on Tuesday, 

February 20, with the Daytime Circle meeting at 10:00 

a.m. and the Evening Circle meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall.   

FEBRUARY SCRIPTURE VERSE 

This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and 

be glad in it. 

Psalm 118:24 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SCHOLARSHIP 

APPLICATION FOR 2007  

 

      Scholarships are available through the Presbyterian 

Women organization.  The purpose of these scholarships is 

to encourage and aid men and women in the Presbyterian 

Church with financial needs incurred by their pursuit of 

higher education.  Anyone interested in applying for these 

scholarships should contact Kay Dry for an application.  All 

scholarship applications must be completed and received by 

the Scholarship Chairman by March 1, 2007.   
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Pastorôs Paragraph from page 1 
 It may not seem like it sometimes, but we are in our own 

time of gathering ourselves together.   

     I have been here for over 18 months now and I have 

witnessed the power of God at work within our 

congregation.  It is amazing to me to see how this interim 

time has been handled.  Not only do we have an incredible 

Pastor Nominating Committee whose work has been 

outstanding, but we have continued to grow in our mission, 

our outreach, and our faith each step of the way.   

     The interim time is supposed to be a time where a 

congregation takes stock, looks into the future and 

prepares for the upcoming season of work with the 

installed pastor.  But through the grace of God, our 

congregation has done far more than that!  May the Lord 

continue to bless us and the work He calls us to as we seek 

His will during this very important season in the life of our 

church family!  

In Christ,  

Rev. Lisa Nance 

Interim Minister 

 

  

      

PROVIDENCE YOUTH GROUP 
 

     The Youth at Providence are ready for 2007!  We have a lot of 

activities planned for this spring and we hope to accomplish a lot!  

On February 18 we will have a scavenger hunt that goes along with 

our lesson.  Youth are asked to be at the manse at 5:00 p.m. that 

Sunday.  Sometime in March we will be partnering with the youth 

group at White Memorial Presbyterian Church to do a local 

missions activity, and we are also planning a youth retreat in April.   

     Thereôs lots to do and many ways to help.  If you have questions 

or would be interested in helping with an activity see Bob Dry, 

Mary Langdon or Heather White.   

    Below is a photo from the youth trip to Mikeôs Farmhouse in 

December.   

  

   

CONGRATULATIONS TOé.. 
     Austin Benson who placed first chair 

for Baritone Saxophone for the 2007 

Southeastern All District Band.  Austin 

was one of 6 students with the West 
Johnston High School Band that was selected as 

First Chair for their respective instruments.   
     Mark Nelms who was named Fireman 

of the Year with the 50/210 Volunteer Fire 

Department.  This is the 2nd time in three 

years that Mark has received this award.   

     Jason and Cindy Parrish on the 

birth of their daughter, Raegan 

Makenzie, born January 12 at 5:37 a.m., 

weighing  

6 lbs 7oz and was 19 inches long! 

TRUTH IN HUMORé.. 
     A father wanted to read the paper, but was being 

bothered by his little daughter, Vanessa.  Finally, he 

tore a sheet out of his magazine, on which was 

printed the map of the world.  Tearing it into small 

pieces, he gave it to Vanessa, and said, ñGo into the 

other room and see if you can put this back together.ò 

     After a few minutes, Vanessa returned and handed 

him the map correctly fitted together.  The father was 

surprised and asked how she had finished so quickly. 

     ñOh,ò she said, ñon the other side of the paper was 

a picture of Jesus.  When I got Jesus in His place, 

then the world came out alright.ò 

     Joseph Phillips who was nominated by his 

teacher, Janet Smith, for the National Young 

Scholar Program at Wake Forest University for 

his exceptional maturity, leadership ability, and 

academic achievement.   

GETTING READY FOR LENT  

 

     Lent officially begins on February 21, Ash Wednesday.  Lent 

is often not very well understood by us Presbyterians.  We arenôt 

really sure what all the fuss is about.  Sure we have heard that it is 

all about making sacrifices, but that doesnôt make a lot of sense to 

us.   

     When we think about Lent as only a time of sacrifice, we miss 

what Lent is really about.  Lent is a reality check.  Lent is a time-

out on the field.  Lent is an intentional break in the flow of life in 

order to take stock of where we are and where we are headed.  It 

is about looking to God for guidance, each step of our day.   

     In the weeks leading up to Lent, spend some time thinking 

about what you could do to make Lent more meaningful for your 

self this year.  What can you do to make God more a part of your 

every day life? 

     For some of us, that will mean the traditional practice of 

giving up something that we love.  But Lent isnôt about 

begrudging God our sacrifices ï it is about making God more a 

part of our daily routine ï more of a part of our lives.  If we are 

going to be grumbling under our breath every time we have to 

pass by our favorite chocolate candy, we arenôt in the right mind 

set.  During Lent, we need to find a way to be more mindful of 

God.  If you are the type of person who will remember why you 

are passing up the chocolate, then by all means, use that.   

     But if that isnôt the way you think, then spend some time 

asking yourself what would really cause you to remember God 

during your day.  A post-it-note on your bathroom mirror?  A 

small cross taped onto your credit card?  A copy of the Bible on 

CD in your car?  Whatever it is that you do during a day ï find a 

way to put a reminder there.  And when you see or hear that 

reminder, take a moment to lift your heart up to God ï to 

reconnect with the One who loves us so deeply.   Lent is not a 

season of perfection ï it is a season of recognition.  Open your 

hearts to the voice of God during this season of Lent.   


