PRESBYTERIANS AT THE CROSSROADS

Providence Presbyterian Church
December 2007

From the Pastor’s Study. ..

Greetings and shalom!

The Christmas season is here and there are so many joys
to be thankful for. God has so richly blessed out church and
community. This is the time we Christians celebrate the
birth of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. I encourage all to
spend time with friends and family and speak about the
reason for the season — God’s Son our Redeemer. Too often
the wrappings of Christmas become the trappings in our
lives during this time. In Matthew 28:18-20, we have been
given a great charge to speak and do in our relationship to
the world around us.

This month’s sermon series comes from the scripture
passage of the month Isaiah 9:1-7. The Christmas themes of
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love are found in Isaiah 9:6: “For
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall
be upon his shounlder: and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counnselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace.” In Isaiah we find images of Christian hope, peace, joy
and love in the very nature of the Christ child and what is
remarkable is that these wonderful images were offered to
God’s people 700 years before the Christ child was born! As
we take each step in our own journey during Christmas share
the gospel with those placed in our path. Invite others to
come and worship with us — we have so much to offer all of
God’s people
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN UPDATE

On Tuesday, December 11 at 6:30 p.m., the
Presbyterian Women will have their Annual Christmas
Dinner in the Fellowship Hall. All women within the
congregation are invited to come and be a part of this special
time of fellowship.

Also, from December 1 — January 5, the Presbyterian
Women will be collecting items for School Kits and Medicine
Kits as their Christmas Mission Project. These kits will be
sent to Church World Services to help children in
impoverished schools and refugee camps. Please help the
Presbyterian Women collect these items by taking a
Christmas ornament off the tree in the Fellowship Hall,
purchase the items written on the ornament and place it in
the box under the tree. For more information, please contact
Roxann Porter at 639.9264.

West Johnston Marching Band

The West Johnston High School

Marching Band competed in

Indianapolis and advanced to the semi-

finals placing 33 out of 85 bands and

finished as 15%" in the Nation.

Congratulations to Ryne Jones, Emily

Langdon, Jane Pickens and the rest of

the West Johnston Band. On Sunday, December 16 at

3:00 p.m., the Band will perform their Holiday Band

Concert in the West Johnston High School Auditorium.

This concert is free to the public and the congregation is
invited to come!

Christmas Events

The Worship and Christian Education
Committees have planned for several events
for the Christmas season. On Sunday,
December 9, at 6:00 p.m. all children are invited to come
to the Fellowship Hall for a time of Crafts, Christmas
carols, Refreshments, and a visit from Santa Claus. On
Sunday, December 16 the Providence Choir will perform
their Christmas Cantata during the 11:00 Worship Service.
They will also do a second performance at 6:00 p.m. that
evening. Following the 6:00 p.m. performance, a catered
meal will be served in the Fellowship Hall. The meal is of
no cost, but donations are appreciated to go towards
supporting a needy family in our community for the
holiday. Anyone who has a part in the cantata,
including children, youth and adults, is asked to be at
the church on Wednesday, December 12 at 6:30 p.m.
for a final rehearsal.

On Monday, December 24 Providence will have two
Christmas Eve Communion Services in the Sanctuary. The
first service will be at 5:00 p.m. and the second service will
be at 10:00 p.m. Please plan to come to one of these
services.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
Our  Christian  Sympathy is
extended to the family of Mabel
Ennis who passed away on
November 11, 2007. Ms. Mabel was a
faithful member of Providence, the
Presbyterian Women, and the Adult Choir. She will be
greatly missed!
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NOVEMBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

| The Session held a Stated Session meeting on November 13, 2007. The following represents the highlights of that I

. meeting:

| ° This was the Session’s first meeting with our new pastor, Rev. Jim Davis, and it was an opportunity for all of us to I
. get better acquainted and for Rev. Davis to share his visions for the ministry of Providence Presbyterian Church. The

i Session looks forward to working with Jim in fulfilling Providence’s mission statement. |
' ¢ The Nominating Committee presented three nominees to be Elders for the Class of 2010. The nominees are Sandra |
* Lordi, Mark Nelms, and Atlee Roberts. The recommendations of the committee were approved by the Session. |

| There will be a Congregational Meeting on December 16, 2007, immediately following Worship, to present the

. nominees to the congregation for approval.

| * Next Stated Session Meeting: December 4, 2007, 7:30 p.m. at the church. I
N —
CONGRATULATIONS TO.....

Ashley and Crissy Porter, on the birth of their
daughter, Jane Ashley, born November 15 at 9:30 p.m.,
weighing 9lbs 1oz, and was 21 %2 inches long.

Frankie Whitley and Stephanie McLamb, on the
birth of their daughter, Audrey Grace, born November
27 at 12:27 a.m., weighing 8lbs and was 22 inches long,.

Ashton Stuart who on Nov 3 placed 1% on vault,
bars, beam and floot and 15t All Around at the Crown of
the Carolinas meet in Rock Hill, SC. She was also
crowned “Queen” of her session for the highest All

Around score out of 70 gymnasts.  Also, on Nov 17 she
competed Winston Salem and took 1%t place on vault, 3
All Around in her age group and her team took 3t place.
Abigail Wood who received Grand
@ of the Year in the Triple Creek Farm Hunter
Schooling Show Seties in the Short/Long
for the Year in the Academy Division.
SANCTUARY FLOWERS
in the church in 2008 will be placed on the
bulletin board behind the sanctuary by mid-

on bars, and tied for 274 on beam and flootr. She was 20d
Champion for the Show and Grand Champion
ﬂ ‘ Stirrup Division. She also received Grand
Champion for the Show and Grand Champion
A new sign-up sheet for placing flowers
December.  Please reserve your date by

placing your information on the calendar. Also, you may
contact Beth Pickens to reserve a date at

bpickens@nc.rr.com.

1

December Scripture Verse
“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and
there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and
with  righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore.” (Isaiah 9:6-7)

continned from page 1
Our Lord God has an awesome plan for all of us at
Providence Presbyterian Church and I am excited about
the ministries we are involved in. So many things are
happening here at Providence — I am so joyful that we are
so very willing to roll our sleeves up and pitch in. As you
walk through our church please enjoy all the festive
decorations and reflect upon the rich heritage of joy and
celebration we are so richly blessed with. Also, please
remember those on the prayer list and keep the future of
our church in your prayers, as we continue to discern
God’s will together. Praise be to God!
Your Brother in Christ,
Rev. Jim Davis

Friends in Christ,

Thank you for your lovely, memorable gifts to me and
Suzanne on our final Sunday with you in October. Each
time I look at my Gametime Florida Gator watch, I can’t
help but think of Providence and you. You could never
have chosen a better remembrance for me. Also, your
generous provision of an evening at The Angus Barn was
terrific. Hspecially I will cherish your Clerk of Session’s
gracious, delightful words when your gifts were presented
to us.

Belonging to the Providence church family, and then
being able to serve you in a particular way — not once, but
twice! — all meant so much to me, as well as our family.
We’re absolutely pleased about your new pastor and look
ahead to the good work the Holy Spirit intends for all of
you. You are blessed with gifts for service to God. Use
them well!!

We miss you much and will always be your friends in
our Savior and Lord Jesus!

Clyde Wiley
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DECEMBER EVENTS AND SCHEDULES

INFANT NURSERY

2 Andrea Jones and Kristy Stephenson

9 Beth and Jane Pickens

16 Kelly Nordan and Elaine Wood

23 Carolyn Stevenson and Lauren Collier
30 Amanda Mcl.amb and Linda Roberts

TODDLER NURSERY
2 Richard Jones and Chris Stephenson
9 Christina Nelms and Jeffrey Wood

16 Mary Langdon and Carolyn Stuart
23 Kay Dry and Pam Collier

30 Jane Pickens and Roxann Porter

USHERS

2 Haley Jones and Kendall Nelms

9 Kay Dry and Pam Nelms

16 Brenda Dupree and Carolyn Stevenson

23 Mary Langdon and Beth Pickens

30 Sue Bryant and Elaine Wood 4
ACOLYTE/BELL RINGER (2\_-
2 Abigail Wood N )
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30 Joseph Phillips
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CHILDREN’S CHURCH

2 Carolyn Stevenson and Sandra Lordi
9 Richard and Andrea Jones

23 Sue Bryant and Elaine Wood

30 Robbie and Kathy Wood
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CHILDREN’S SERMON
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2 Lauren Langdon
9 Carolyn Stevenson
30 Andrea Jones
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The Prayer List
Jetf Anderson, Elaine Andrews, Velma Bost,
Josephine Byrd, Stacy Byrd, Carol Clifton, Tony
Docherty, Sheila Dupree, Bill Embrey, Valerie Ennis,
Gene Glasgow, Sheila Ivey, Chris Johnson, Lacy and
Marilyn Johnson, David Kopanski, Betty Lou Lee,
Carolyn Lewis, Carol Mayben, Carol Nauquin, Jim
Parrish, Jenny Parsons, Victor Phillips, Jonathan
Pourron, Peyton Rodgers, Larry Ross, Alice
Stephenson, Jimmy Stephenson, Paul Stephenson,
Wayne Stephenson, David Stewart, Christine Wallace,
Victoria Whitman, and Rosemond and Ann Woodall.

DECEMBER UPCOMING EVENTS
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Christmas Cantata Rehearsal at 9:00

a.m.
Presbyterian Women to decorate for Advent at

12 noon

Youth Sunday during Worship at 11:00 a.m.
Stated Session Meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Celebration of the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper during Worship at 11:00 a.m.

Children and Youth Christmas Party at 6:00 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall

Presbyterian Women Christmas Dinner at 6:30
p.m.

Final Rehearsal for Christmas Cantata at 6:30
p.m. in the Sanctuary

Congregational Meeting to elect the Elders for
the Class of 2010 immediately following Worship
Christmas Cantata performances at 11:00 a.m.
and 6:00 p.m. A meal will be served in the
Fellowship Hall following the 6:00 p.m.
performance.

Christmas Eve Communion Services at 5:00 p.m.
and 10:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Deadline to give items to DeEtta Wood for the
January newsletter

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

3573 Happy Birthday to... 383

2 Heath White
4 Karen Sherrill
5 Nancy Nelms
6 Janice Parrish
7 Beck McLamb
14 Riley Parrish
16 Frances Schmidt
26 Jenni Dry

John Kopanski
27 Brenda Byrd
29 Stephen Nordan
30 Kim Schmidt

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

\L 5 Ashley and Crissy Porter
16 Bernard and Norma Parsons
22 Tony and Sue Bryant
31 Beck and Laura McLLamb
Johnathan and Amy Reed
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