
Presbyterians at the Crossroads
December 2005

Providence Presbyterian Church                                                                             Rev. Lisa Nance
 www.providencepresb.org

Pastor’s Paragraph

     Advent has arrived!  Our waiting is over!  We can 
finally….well,  we  can….well,  what  is  it  we  can  do 
now?  What is Advent all about anyway?  What is it 
that it is finally time to do?  The answer is simple – 
Advent is a time of waiting!  
     Advent is truly a time of  waiting – waiting and 
anticipating.   Often we wish away the hours we are 
forced to wait for anything.  We have been taught that 
waiting is bad – we are told that the only right thing to 
do when we are waiting in line at the supermarket is to 
fume  about  having  picked  the  wrong  cashier,  the 
wrong  check-out  line,  and gotten  behind the wrong 
customer.  When we are waiting for someone to return 
our phone calls, we know from watching others that 
we are supposed to tap our fingers, get agitated and 
fret.   And,  heaven  help  us  if  we  have  to  wait  for 
something that takes a long time, like working through 
a  long  term  physical  illness,  dealing  with  mental 
illness,  trying to help someone find answers in their 
own  lives,  praying  for  someone  who  doesn’t  even 
realize they need it, or finding the strength to stand up 
for  ourselves  and what  we know is  right.   Life  has 
taught  us  that,  if  it  can’t  be  solved  in  a  30-minute 
sitcom, it is going to take a two-hour drama.  And if 
that  doesn’t  work,  there  is  nothing  that  can’t  be 
worked out in an eight hour mini-series.
     But real life doesn’t work that way!  Very few things 
that challenge us are over in 30 minutes, two hours, or 
even eight hours.  They are a part of our day-to-day 
life.   And although hindsight is wonderful  for  seeing 
how God was helping us during our struggles, it takes 
faith to believe that He is there beside us during the 
battle.   Advent is  about that  faith.   Advent  is about 
taking the time to  breathe deeply,  refocus,  recenter 
and ask what it is that we are supposed to be learning 
in our journey.
     So, this Advent, our challenge is to not rush the 
waiting (hmmmmm, seems like I said that in a sermon 
lately – think God is trying to get my attention?  Is He 
trying to get yours?) but to take the time to dwell in the 
waiting.  As we anticipate the Christ child coming into 
our presence, what is it that God is calling us to learn 
from our own times of necessary waiting?  Patience? 
Strength?  Wisdom?  Self worth?  The value of our 
fellow human beings?  Ask God today.  He is waiting 
for you!

In Christ, 
Lisa Nance
Interim Minister

Advent Sunday Themes

     Each year,  we light  the Advent  candles in our 
Sanctuary,  and  each  Sunday  we  have  a  brief 
explanation of what the candles mean.  If you would 
like  to  prepare  before-hand,  here  is  a  list  of  the 
Scriptures we will be using and the meaning of each 
candle:
     November  27.  First  Sunday of  Advent  –  the 
candle we light on this day is the candle of Hope and 
Expectation.  Our scriptures will be Matthew 1:18-25 & 
Luke 1:26-38.
     December 4.  Second Sunday of Advent – The 
candle we light  on this day is the candle of Peace. 
Our scriptures will be Luke 1:5-25 and Luke 1:57-66.
     December 11.  Third Sunday of Advent – The 
candle we light on this day is the candle of Joy.  Our 
scriptures will be Luke 2:8-20 and John 1:1-13.
     December 18.  Fourth Sunday of Advent – The 
candle we light on this day is the candle of Love.  Our 
scriptures will  be Matthew 2:1-12 and Matthew 2:13-
18.
     On Christmas Eve we will light the Christ Candle, 
and celebrate the birth of our Savior!

Christmas Program

     The Annual Christmas Program is scheduled for 
Sunday, December 4 at 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
All  youth  and  workers  involved  in  the  program are 
asked to be at the church no later than 4:00 p.m.  The 
Nesselrodt Sunday School  Class has organized this 
Christmas  program  bringing  us  the  Christmas  story 
from  the  perspective  of  all  those  involved.   In  the 
Fellowship  Hall,  immediately  following  the  program, 
refreshments  will  be  provided  by  the  Fellowship 
Committee, and we may have a surprise visitor to join 
us!  Please plan to be a part of this special evening, 
and  show  your  support  of  the  youth  of  our 
congregation  and  the  work  that  they  have  done  to 
prepare for this program.  

Church-wide Winter Retreat 

          As a reminder, anyone interested in going on 
the  Church-wide  Winter  Retreat  to  Winterplace  Ski 
Resort in West Virginia is asked to contact Gary and 
Georgeanna Phillips to reserve your place.  The trip is 
scheduled for Friday, February 10 – Sunday, February 
12,  2006.   If  you  have  questions,  Gary  and 
Georgeanna can be reached at 207.0604.



Christmas Services

     Our Christmas schedule this year will include two 
services on Christmas Eve – one at 5:00 p.m. and one 
at  10:00  p.m.   The  earlier  service  will  be  geared 
toward families with children, or anyone who wants to 
enjoy a rousing rendition of the Christmas story.  The 
later service will  be more traditional and will  include 
music,  prayer,  and  a  Christmas  meditation. 
Communion will be served at both, and all who believe 
in our Lord and Savior are welcome to come to the 
table.
     On Christmas morning, we will have our regular 
worship  service  at  11:00  a.m.   There  will  be  no 
Sunday School that morning, so families can spend a 
little more time lingering around the tree and over the 
breakfast table!  But at 11:00, please join us for a very 
special service of music and hearing the Word of God, 
as we celebrate together the birth of our Lord!

Band Concerts

     The West Johnston High School Band will  hold 
their Holiday Band Concert on Sunday, December 11 
at  3:00 p.m.  at  West Johnston High School.   Ryne 
Jones  and  Stewart  Pickens  will  participate  in  this 
concert.  On Tuesday, December 13 at 7:00 p.m., the 
McGee’s Middle School Band will  hold their  Holiday 
Concert  at  West  Johnston  High  School.   Austin 
Benson,  Emily  Langdon,  and  Jane  Pickens  will 
participate in this concert.  Please plan to attend these 
events  in  support  of  some  of  the  youth  of  our 
congregation.  

Providence Youth

     The Providence Youth (7th-12th grade) have quite a 
bit going on in the month of December, and would like 
to  encourage  all  youth  within  this  age  group  to 
participate.  Their Christmas Mission Project this year 
is Pride for Parents, and they are asking for the help 
of the congregation in fulfilling this mission.  Pride for 
Parents is a store located in downtown Raleigh where 
parents  of  lower-income  families  can  come  and 
purchase  gifts  for  their  children  at  a  fraction of  the 
retail  cost.   This  allows  parents  to  choose  and 
purchase the gifts  that  they would  like to  give their 
children at Christmas.  The youth are asking that the 
congregation purchase these new, unwrapped gifts for 
children  of  all  ages,  and  place  them  under  the 
Christmas tree  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  between  now 
and  Sunday,  December  11.   Immediately  following 
worship on December 11, the youth will deliver these 
gifts to Pride for Parents.  On Saturday, December 17, 
the youth will be taking a trip to Mike’s Farmhouse in 
Richlands,  NC where  they  will  enjoy  a  family  style 
dinner  and moonlit,  Christmas-themed hayride.   On 
Sunday,  December  18  they  will  have  their  regular 
youth meeting at 6:00 p.m. in the manse.  If you have 
questions  regarding  any  of  these  events,  please 
contact any one of the youth leaders:  Bob and Jenni 
Dry, Mary Langdon, Kristy Stephenson, Clyde Wiley or 
Joanna Wiley.       

Pioneer Clubs

     Due to the Youth Christmas Program on Sunday, 
December 4, Pioneer Clubs will  only meet once this 
month on Sunday, December 18 at  5:00 p.m.  The 
club members will have their regular Bible lesson and 
activities, and will also enjoy a Christmas Party dinner. 
All  club  members  and  their  parents  are  invited  to 
come for dinner at 7:00 p.m.  Anyone with questions 
regarding Pioneer Clubs should contact Georgeanna 
Phillips at 207.0604 or Kathy Wood at 639.8399.

Presbyterian Women

     The Presbyterian Women will host their quarterly 
Senior Citizens Luncheon on Tuesday, December 6 at 
12 noon in the Fellowship Hall.  Entertainment will be 
provided  by:   Jack  Bullock,  B.J.  Clifton,  Charlie 
Melton, Ed Penny, and Paul Stephenson.  All Senior 
Citizens within our congregation are invited to come 
and bring a friend.  
     On  Tuesday,  December  13,  the  Presbyterian 
Women Daytime and Evening Circles will  have their 
annual  Christmas  Dinner  at  6:30  p.m.  in  the 
Fellowship Hall.  All women are invited to come and 
participate  in  this  time  of  food,  fellowship,  and 
entertainment as we celebrate the Christmas season.
     Also, the Presbyterian Women still have cookbooks 
available  to sell  at  a  cost  of  $15 per  book.   These 
cookbooks  make  great  birthday  or  Christmas  gifts. 
The  proceeds  from  the  sell  of  these  books  will  go 
towards the Parking Lot fund.  Anyone with questions 
regarding  the  Presbyterian  Women  should  contact 
Lisa Nelms at 894.1419.

Nursery and Usher Schedules

     Enclosed please find a copy of the Nursery and 
Usher schedules for January – December 2006.  Your 
willingness  to  help  serve  in  these  roles  is  greatly 
appreciated.  
     Regarding the nursery, there are some changes. 
Thankfully,  the Lord has blessed us with many new 
babies  in  our  church,  so  during  the  11:00  Worship 
hour, whomever is assigned to the Toddler Nursery is 
asked to take them to the Preschool classroom for a 
time to color,  play in the “centers”,  do puzzles,  etc. 
This  will  help  keep  the  nursery  from  being  too 
crowded.  The Nursery Guidelines are also included 
as a reference.  If you have any questions regarding 
the  nursery  schedule,  please  contact  Jenni  Dry  or 
DeEtta Wood.
     Regarding the Usher Schedule, on the Sunday that 
you are assigned to usher, please arrive at church by 
10:45 a.m.  to hand out  bulletins,  and assist  visitors 
with finding a place to sit, or finding the restrooms or 
nursery if needed.  Also, all men are asked to wear a 
coat  and tie when ushering.   If  you have questions 
regarding the Usher schedule, please contact Russell 
Wood.  



December Schedules

Infant Nursery

4 Kay Dry and Christina Nelms
11 Laura Langdon and Joan Stuart
18 Robbie and Kathy Wood
25 Pam Nelms and Gwen Walton

Toddler Nursery

4 Kelly Nordan 
11 Darren Stuart
18 Stephanie Bagley
25 Kent Walton

Ushers

4 Jenni Dry and Crissy Porter
11 Kay Dry and Sandra Lordi
18 Pam Nelms and Beth Pickens
25 Andrea Jones and Mary Langdon

Acolyte

4 Daniel Stephenson
11 Hannah Stephenson
18 Jane Pickens
25 Kendall Nelms

Bell Ringer

4 Darren Shelp
11 Kendall Nelms
18 Joseph Phillips 
25 Lauren Langdon

Children’s Sermon

4 Wendy Stephenson
11 Lisa Nance
18 Darren Stuart

Children’s Church

4 Mark and Pam Nelms
11 Sam and Wendy Stephenson
18 Gary and Georgeanna Phillips

Prayer List

Rose  Blasgow,  Don  Bullard,  Carol  Clifton,  Vera 
Critcher,  Lovie  Dorman,  Mabel  Ennis,  Mary  Hart, 
Linda  Hutchins,  Chris  Johnson,  Gary  King,  Bobbie 
Langdon,  Betty  Lou  Lee,  Heather  Macsuga,  Eloise 
McLeod,  Virginia  Moore,  Roger  Pearson,  Kenneth 
Ray,  Sandra Rice,  Alice  Stephenson,  Bobby  Stone, 
Margaret Walton, Jesse West, and Margaret White.

December Birthdays

♫♫♫ Happy Birthday to…….. ♫♫♫

2 Heath White
4 Dylan Schexnayder

Karen Sherrill
5 Nancy Nelms
6 Janice Parrish
7 Beck McLamb

Raeford Parrish
14 Riley Parrish
15 Donna McGee
19 Daniel McGee
20 Ella Sherrill
26 Jenni Dry

John Kopanski
27 Brenda Byrd
29 Stephen Nordan

If  your  birthday  is  in  December,  but  is  not  listed  above,  
please notify DeEtta Wood at 331.9046.  Thanks!

December Upcoming Events

3 Youth  Christmas  Program  “Dress 
Rehearsal”  at  9:30  a.m.   Doughnuts  and 
juice will be provided

4 Youth  Christmas  Program  at  5:00  p.m.  in 
the Sanctuary, followed by refreshments and 
a visit  from Santa Claus in the Fellowship 
Hall.  All youth and workers participating 
in  the  program are  asked  to  be  at  the 
church by 4:00 p.m.

6 Senior Citizen’s Luncheon at 12 noon in the 
Fellowship Hall

11 Celebration of the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper during Worship at 11:00 a.m.

11 Providence Youth (7th-12th grade) delivering 
Christmas presents to needy families

13 Presbyterian Women Daytime and Evening 
Circles Christmas Dinner at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall

13 Stated Session Meeting at 7:30 p.m.
17 Providence  Youth  (7th-12th grade)  going  to 

Mike’s Farmhouse for dinner and hay-ride
18 Joy Gift Offering collected during Worship at 

11:00 a.m.
18 Pioneer  Clubs  at  5:00  p.m.  –  Christmas 

Party!
24 Christmas Eve Communion Services at 5:00 

p.m. and 10:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
25 Deadline  for  items  to  be  given  to  DeEtta 

Wood for the January newsletter


